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FOREWORD
Have you ever walked out of a Sunday morning church service
feeling like something was missing? I’m not saying the music
wasn’t good or the sermon wasn’t interesting. I’m just asking:
did you ever drive home afterward, wondering if the experience
could have been something so much more?
Does it ever seem, in all our big productions and all our
busyness about Jesus—our songs about Jesus, our sermons about
Jesus, our choir practices, church plays, and children’s programs
about Jesus—the one thing that’s missing is a profound, lifechanging experience with Jesus?
I’m not saying each of us hasn’t had some kind of experience with Jesus in the past. But is that all our church gatherings
are about? Wouldn’t we rather have an opportunity to experience him again, right now, rather than continuously reminiscing
about a previous encounter we once had?
If so, then I’m really glad you picked up this book. This isn’t
a book about how to have a meeting about Jesus; it’s a book
about how to have meeting with Jesus. And it isn’t just based on
theory; it’s based on actual experience. Hard-earned, life-lived,
real-world experience.
My buddy Keith Giles has walked the talk. Among other
things, he started a ministry which hosted weekly church services for economically disadvantaged families, living in an old
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motel. Other churches soon joined, and it eventually spawned a
nationwide “motel church” ministry.
An ordained minister, Keith walked away from his livelihood
and church-as-usual to start a house church which gave away
100% of all funds collected. This church also served the homeless Tent City community in Orange, California and sent people
out who felt called to plant more house churches in the U.S.
and overseas, and to serve the poor and marginalized in various
places and cultures.
Furthermore, Keith served on the board of House 2 House
Ministries (an international house church non-profit ministry founded by John and Felicity Dale), and helped re-launch
their House 2 House Magazine online. Plus, he’s written several
articles and blog posts, recorded videos and podcasts, and spoken at numerous events on the subject of house church/organic
church.
However, this isn’t just another book on house church. If
anything, it’s more like three books in one. The book begins
with Keith making a very passionate, exciting, and thoroughly
biblical case for returning to a simpler, more authentic way of
experiencing Christ in church community.
But the book doesn’t stop there. Not wanting to leave the
reader with unrealistic and overly-romanticized ideas about
house church, Keith brings his years of experience to bear on the
shortcomings and mistakes many of us have made in pursuing
this form of church community.
And not to spoil anything, but this part of the book is a
very transparent and much-needed confession. My hope is that
Keith’s honesty and insight here will heal a lot of hurts on both
sides of the divide between all us house church folks and our
brothers and sisters in the institutional church.
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Honestly, if Keith had stopped there, this book would already
be very valuable and I would have no problem recommending you read it. But the book becomes truly indispensable as it
moves into its final sections because it’s here that Keith gets into
the nitty-gritty “how to” stuff.
Some house church proponents (myself, included) often tend
to shy away from the “how to” stuff. And that’s very understandable. No one wants their well-intentioned advice to become
distorted into some kind of formula for the “right way” to do
church.
But avoiding such questions is simply erring on the other
side. Unless believers see how truly simple this whole endeavor
can be, they will never become confident enough to step out of
the box. And this is where I get most excited for you. Because I
know the practical wisdom Keith provides in the latter sections
of this book is going to empower so many of you.
Not to overstate things, but this is actually a very big moment
for some of you. Up to this point, the Lord has been leading you
to this particular crossroads. And yes, it’s okay if you read this
book and go back to life-as-normal in an institutional church
somewhere. At the very least, reading this book will have given
you a better understanding of your brothers and sisters who
have chosen a very different path when it comes to their church
experience.
However—and I’m not afraid to put my own personal bias
on display here—for those of you who choose “the road less traveled”, an amazing adventure awaits. Many of you are going to
experience Jesus in ways you never thought possible. Your relationships with him and with other believers are going to become
so much deeper, your friendships so much more intimate. Not
to mention, you’re going to have a much greater impact on those
around you.
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If you’ve ever walked out of a Sunday morning church service
feeling like something was missing, if you ever wondered if your
church experience could have been something so much more,
this book is about to confirm all those suspicions. But more
importantly, it’s going to serve as your roadmap for finding the
kind of church experience you’ve been longing for.
– Richard Jacobson
Author of Unchurching: Christianity Without Churchianity

KEITH GILES

“PROPERLY SPEAKING, NEW TESTAMENT
CHRISTIANITY KNOWS NOTHING OF THE
WORD ‘SACRAMENT,’ WHICH BELONGS
ESSENTIALLY TO THE HEATHEN WORLD
OF THE GRAECO-ROMAN EMPIRE
AND WHICH UNFORTUNATELY SOME
OF THE REFORMERS UNTHINKINGLY
TOOK OVER FROM EKKLESIASTICAL
TRADITION. FOR THIS WORD, AND
STILL MORE THE OVERTONES WHICH IT
CONVEYS, IS THE STARTING POINT FOR
THOSE DISASTROUS DEVELOPMENTS
WHICH BEGAN SOON TO TRANSFORM
THE COMMUNITY OF JESUS INTO
THE CHURCH WHICH IS FIRST AND
FOREMOST A SACRAMENTAL CHURCH.”
—EMIL BRUNNER
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INTRODUCTION
I know that many who read this will find it hard to believe, but
my inspiration for writing this book is founded in my love for
the Church. Because of this love I cannot sit by silently and
watch her wallow in her own complacency and ignorance. I cannot allow her to settle for less than all that her loving Creator
has intended for her to experience. I cannot allow her to feast on
the food she has scavenged from the spiritual dumpster when I
can plainly see the table spread before her, filled with homemade
delicacies freshly prepared and placed there for her sustenance.
The Church in the West is desperately in need of a revival.
She has languished for so long in the seat of comfort and complacency that there is a desperate need for her to be awakened,
and refreshed, and renewed from within. She has forsaken her
calling. She has forgotten her name. She has been seduced by the
shiny things of this fallen world and, worst of all, she has been
distracted to the point of forgetting her One true love.
In some ways this is a prophetic book. Not in the sense that
those who read it may learn the future, but rather in the sense
that, by reading it, one might remember the past and return to
the original path laid out centuries before by God Himself. At
least, this is my dearest hope and prayer.
In the Old Testament, God raised up prophets to remind the
Nation of Israel who they were, and by what means they had
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been saved from slavery and gathered as a people. In the New
Testament, Jesus came and fulfilled the Messianic prophecy. He
proclaimed the coming of the Kingdom of God and lived a life
that demonstrated what citizens of the Kingdom should be like.
Today, I feel that we are desperate once again for a prophetic
word to shake us from our stupor and awaken us from our slumber. Until those prophets appear, I hope that this book may help
us remember some of what we’ve forgotten about who we are
called to be.
One of my favorite quotes is from A.W. Tozer who said, “We
must not think of the Church as an anonymous body, a mystical
religious abstraction. We Christians are the Church and whatever we do is what the Church is doing. The matter, therefore, is
a personal one. Any step forward in the Church must begin with
the individual.”1
This means that, at the most fundamental level, you and I
are the Church. There is no way for us to talk about the Church
without essentially speaking about ourselves, the followers of
Jesus. Because of this, I understand that any criticisms directed
at the Church may be painful to hear, however we must allow
ourselves to consider the truth, even if it hurts.
I pray that all of those who read this book may extend to
me an extra measure of grace as we navigate these sensitive family issues. Please understand that I am very much in love with
Jesus. I am also very much concerned about the well-being of the
Church we are all a part of. I do not hate the Church. I do not
harbor any grudges against any pastor. I do not have any anger
in my heart towards the Body and Bride of Christ. Indeed, it is
truly out of my passionate love for the Bride that I take the time
and energy to hold this mirror to her beautiful face—the face
that Jesus loved enough to die for—and to help her cover the
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bruises, heal the wounds and make herself ready for the Groom
who is even now at the door.
If after reading this book you have any questions or desire
further interaction with me on a specific topic or subject, I am
happy to correspond with you and to engage with you in this
important dialog concerning the Bride of Christ and God’s
design for His Church.
Thank you for taking the time to read this book. I hope and
pray that God may use these ideas and thoughts to prepare us all
to be the Church that God always dreamed of.
Sincerely,
– Keith Giles
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CHAPTER 1

GOD’S DESIGN FOR HIS EKKLESIA

EKKLESIA AS GOD INTENDED
Whenever we engage in dialog about the New Testament form
of church it is inevitable that someone will suggest that there is
no New Testament model for what the church is supposed to
look like. I want to affirm to you that nothing could be further
from the truth.
My very purpose for writing this book is to make clear that
God most certainly does have a specific design for His New
Testament Church. Furthermore, I believe that it is essential
for us, as followers of Christ, to do our best to understand this
design. Why? Because the design is not arbitrary or accidental
in nature. God’s design for His Church is embedded in the very
fabric and spiritual DNA of the Gospel itself.
At face value, I think we should acknowledge that the very
idea that God has no strong opinion about how His Church
should operate or function is contrary to His character.
Did God remain aloof when it came to the design of the
Tabernacle? Was He indifferent to how the Temple was to be
constructed? On the contrary, God was meticulous and specific
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concerning his design for both the Tabernacle and the Temple
under the Old Covenant. Why, then, should we assume that
He suddenly has no intention or design for His New Testament
Church?
Furthermore, we must agree that
GOD WAS METICULOUS AND
it would be more than a little odd
SPECIFIC CONCERNING
for God to take the time to inspire
HIS DESIGN FOR BOTH
the entire New Testament—which
THE TABERNACLE AND THE
chronicles the birth and formation
TEMPLE UNDER THE OLD
of the Church—and not also reveal
C O V E N A N T . W H Y, T H E N ,
SHOULD WE ASSUME
to us anything about what that
T H AT H E S U D D E N LY
Church should look like, or how
HAS NO INTENTION OR
it should function, or what form it
DESIGN FOR HIS NEW
should take.
TESTAMENT CHURCH?
What I am speaking of here are
not merely my opinions. These are clearly revealed facts documented in both the Old and New Testaments, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, concerning God’s ultimate plan for His
people—the Body of Christ.
My hope is that everyone who claims to follow Christ would
take seriously these very specific and clearly communicated
designs that God Himself has revealed to us by His Spirit and
in His Word.
More than this, my prayer is that we would not only see what
God has to say about His design for His Church, but that we
would also be willing to explore all that He has for us to experience in this new pattern.

GOD’S NEW TEMPLE
To understand God’s design for His New Testament Church, we
have to look at the Old Testament. Specifically, we must look for
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prophecies given by God about a new temple, and we must try
to understand what He was trying to accomplish in raising it up.
One of the most startling prophecies concerning the Messiah
and his role in establishing this new temple is found in Zechariah.
“Listen, O high priest Joshua and your associates seated before
you, who are men symbolic of things to come: I am going to
bring my servant, the Branch.” (Zechariah 3:8)

In this passage, God speaks to the high priest of Israel at this
time whose name was translated “Joshua.” Of course, we know
that this name is synonymous with “Y’shua” or “Jesus” and this
is not an accident. God points out the significance of this to
Zechariah, saying:
“The word of the LORD came to me: ‘Take the silver and
gold….and make a crown, and set it on the head of the high
priest, Joshua son of Jehozadak. Tell him this is what the LORD
20 Almighty says: ‘Here is the man whose name is the Branch,
and he will branch out from his place and build the temple of
the LORD.’” (Zechariah 6:9-12)

Several significant things can be said about this remarkable
passage. First, God asks Zechariah to fashion a crown of silver
and gold and place it on the head of “Y’shua” the high priest. By
doing this, God is declaring that this priest is to also be crowned
as a king.
Secondly, God confirms that the Branch, or the Messiah, will
have the name “Y’shua” or “Jesus.” Notice, it is his name which
is the Branch.
Remember, God has already revealed that “Y’shua” the high
priest is a man “symbolic of things to come” and part of this
symbolism is revealed in his name.
Therefore, these prophecies in Zechariah teach us that the
Messiah who is to come will be a priest and a king, and his name
will be Jesus, and also that:
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“It is he who will build the temple of the Lord, and he will be
clothed with majesty and will sit and rule on his throne. And
he will be a priest on his throne. And there will be harmony
between the two.’ (Zechariah 6:13)

Clearly, this scripture tells us that
building the temple of the Lord was
part of the mission of the coming
Messiah, and that his identity as a
priest and a king would have significance in his kingdom.
In 2 Samuel we read where King
David looked around his opulent
cedar palace and concluded that it
wasn’t right that he should live in such splendor while God lived
in a tent outside the city.

C L E A R L Y, T H I S S C R I P T U R E
TELLS US THAT BUILDING
THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD
WAS PART OF THE MISSION
OF THE COMING MESSIAH,
AND THAT HIS IDENTITY
AS A PRIEST AND A KING
WOULD HAVE SIGNIFICANCE
IN HIS KINGDOM.

“After the king was settled in his palace and the Lord had given
him rest from all his enemies around him, he said to Nathan the
prophet, ’Here I am, living in a palace of cedar, while the ark of
God remains in a tent.’ Nathan replied to the king, ‘Whatever
you have in mind, go ahead and do it, for the Lord is with
you.’” (2 Samuel 7:1)

When David tells the prophet Nathan that he intends to
build a house for God the prophet enthusiastically tells David
that he is certain God will be with him no matter what he plans
to do.
However, that very night God nudges Nathan and gives him
a surprising response to David’s request.
“Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD says:
Are you the one to build me a house to dwell in? I have not dwelt
in a house from the day I brought the Israelites up out of Egypt
to this day. I have been moving from place to place with a tent
as my dwelling. Wherever I have moved with all the Israelites,
did I ever say to any of their rulers whom I commanded to
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shepherd my people Israel, ‘Why have you not built me a house
of cedar?’” (2 Samuel 1:5-7)

Here, God questions whether David, or anyone else, is capable of building a house for God to dwell in. As God says later
through the prophet Isaiah, “Heaven is my throne, and the earth
is my footstool. Where is the house you will build for me? Where
will my resting place be?” (Isaiah 66:1) Instead, God tells David
something startling:
“The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for you. When your days are over and you rest with
your fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who
will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom. He is the one who will build a house for my Name, and
I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be his
father, and he will be my son.” (2 Samuel 7:11-14)

Not only will God not allow David to build Him a house, God
is promising that He, the Lord Himself, would build a house for
David. His promise is that, through
THIS TEMPLE, AS REVEALED
the Messiah who would come from
IN BOTH PASSAGES ABOVE,
the Davidic bloodline, God would
IS TIED TO THE IDENTITY
build a house for His Name and
OF THE MESSIAH AS A
establish a kingdom that would last
PRIEST AND A KING WHO
SITS UPON A THRONE WHICH
forever.
LASTS FOREVER AND WHO
Clearly, from this passage and
RULES OVER A KINGDOM
from the Zechariah passage we see
THAT NEVER ENDS.
confirmation of a Messianic calling
to build the temple of God. More than this, God is clear that
only the Messiah is qualified to build the temple he requires.
This temple, as revealed in both passages above, is tied to the
identity of the Messiah as a priest and a king who sits upon a
throne which lasts forever and who rules over a kingdom that
never ends.
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The Old Testament scriptures not only point to a Messianic
temple being built, but to the passing away of the Levitical
model of worship. One of the more startling examples of this is
found in the book of Jeremiah.
“In those days, when your numbers have increased greatly in the
land,” declares the LORD, “men will no longer say, ‘The ark of
the covenant of the LORD.’ It will never enter their minds or
be remembered; it will not be missed, nor will another one be
made. At that time they will call Jerusalem ‘The Throne of the
LORD’, and all nations will gather in Jerusalem to honor the
name of the LORD. No longer will they follow the stubbornness of their evil hearts.” (Jeremiah 3:16-17)

In this passage, God speaks of a time that is coming when no
one will speak the name of the ark of the covenant, nor will it be
remembered or missed or rebuilt. Why would this happen? How
could this possibly be?
The ark of the covenant was the place where the Holy Presence
of God rested. It rested behind the thick veil of the tabernacle,
and, eventually, within the temple itself in Jerusalem. Only the
high priest could enter in at specific times to offer the sacrifice
for God’s people. No one else was permitted to stand before the
ark of the covenant, and even the priest who stood near it was
in danger of falling dead if he failed to deal with his own sin
accordingly.
The ark of the covenant was central to Jewish temple worship.
It represented the presence of the Living God as dwelling among
His people. Without it, the entire meaning of the temple, the
priesthood and the sacrifice was in question.
Yet, God tells us that the day is coming when the ark, and all
it represents will be forgotten, and never remembered or spoken
of again among God’s people. Even though the ark is absent, the
nations of the earth gather to honor the name of the Lord and
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to worship God. In fact, the city of Jerusalem itself is identified
as the throne of the Lord, or “the place where God dwells and
reigns.”
One can easily imagine how confusing, and even troubling
this passage might be to a Jewish believer who has placed so
much faith in the established system of temple worship. Yet,
God is clearly communicating His intention to replace the old
testament temple system of worship with something radically
different. In other words, it will not look like what has been
seen or understood to this point. The elements and the patterns
of worship in this new temple of God will not mimic what has
gone before.
In his book, “The Temple and the Church’s Mission”, Dr.
G.K. Beale writes, concerning the Jeremiah passage above:
“The reason the ark in the temple is not remembered is that a
greater temple than the more physical one will encompass not
only all of Jerusalem but the entire world. This future temple will
be so incomparably greater than the former that God’s people
will not even ‘remember it nor shall they miss it’. Furthermore,
a physical ark within a small temple will ‘not be made again’
because everything to which it pointed has been realized.”

Another passage which can help us to understand the prophecy in Jeremiah is found in the book of Joel where God says:
“I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young
men will see visions. Even on my servants, both men and
women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days.” (Joel 2:28-29)

Obviously, if God’s Spirit is poured out on all people, the
need for a physical ark where God’s presence dwells is eliminated. Moses himself dreamt of such a day when he said:
“I wish that all the LORD’s people were prophets and that the
LORD would put his Spirit on them!” (Numbers 11:29)
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In Daniel 2:44-45, King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream about the
future is interpreted for us:
“In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a
kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to
another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring them
to an end, but it will itself endure forever. This is the meaning of
the vision of the rock cut out of a mountain, but not by human
hands—a rock that broke the iron, the bronze, the clay, the
silver and the gold to pieces.”

This prophecy reveals that God’s kingdom will be established,
first as a small stone, cut from the rock, “but not by human
hands”, and that it will grow to destroy every earthly kingdom
and it will “never be destroyed” but “it will itself endure forever.”
From each of these passages we can see a pattern emerging.
God is promising to send a Messiah. He will be a priest and a
king. He will sit upon a throne which will last forever. This same
king will come from the lineage of King David and he will be the
one to build a temple for God. This new temple will not require
an ark of the covenant to symbolize God’s presence among His
people. Instead, the Spirit of God will be poured out upon all
flesh and it will be so glorious that no one who experiences this
will ever long to return to the old way of worship. The old covenant will be fulfilled, and a new covenant will replace it.

OLD TESTAMENT TEMPLE WORSHIP
Now that we’ve seen God’s promise concerning His plan to send
a Messiah who would build a new temple, let’s take a moment to
explore key elements of Jewish Temple worship. By understanding the basic elements of the Old Testament form of worship,
we can better understand how the New Testament fulfillment of
these prophecies stand in contrast to what has gone before.
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The basic elements of the Old Testament form of worship
include the temple, the priesthood, and the daily sacrifice.
Each of these elements is crucial to the Old Testament model
for worship. By examining these we can get a better context for
how the promised Messiah would fulfill each of them, and establish a new, and more complete, paradigm for worship.
First, let’s look at the temple of God. The temple of God is
the Holy Place. It’s where the Spirit of the Living God dwells.
Usually, in the Old Testament, God’s presence is connected to
the ark of the covenant, as we have already seen. The temple is
where those who are hungry to meet with God go to connect
with Him.
“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go into the house of
the Lord.’” (Psalm 122:1)

The temple in its most simplistic form is simply the place
where the presence of God dwells. Throughout the Old
Testament we are given several types of temple forms. The first
is the Garden of Eden. From the very beginning God reveals
to us His original intention—to make his dwelling place with
mankind. The Garden of Eden is a type of temple because God
is seen walking with Adam and Eve in the cool of the day. He
visits with them and speaks to them in an intimate manner.
Another type of temple in the Old Testament is the mountain.
Abraham’s testing of his faith takes place upon Mount Moriah.
Noah offers sacrifices to God on Mount Ararat. God first speaks
to Moses on Mount Horeb, “…the mountain of God” (Exodus
3:1) and later, God also speaks to Moses at Mount Sinai and
gives the people the ten commandments. At this time, the early
forms of the tabernacle, and later the temple itself, are revealed.
God appears in the form of a cloud at the top of the mountain.
Only Moses is allowed to ascend the mountain and meet with
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God. The people are told not to touch the mountain itself or
they will die, much like the later command not to touch the ark
of the covenant. (See Exodus 19).
The tabernacle, which literally means, “dwelling place” was
another early form of temple. It was constructed according to
God’s specific instructions (See Exodus 36) and was built to
house the ark of the covenant. The tabernacle was an impermanent, easily portable construction which moved with the Jewish
people as they wandered in the desert before entering the promised land.
Finally the temple built by Solomon (1 Kings 6) is also a type
of temple which points us to the ultimate, final temple which
the Messiah will build for God.
The second element of Old Testament temple worship is the
sacrifice. This blood sacrifice of an animal upon the altar in the
temple was for the covering of sins against God and against others. (See Numbers, chapter 15).
Typically, a lamb without blemish would be brought into the
temple and offered upon the altar as an atonement offering to
God for sins. Once offered, the sacrifice provided a return to fellowship with God and access to the temple, and God’s presence.
The final element in the Old Testament model of worship is
the priesthood. According to the scriptures, the priests were set
apart to God. Only a priest was allowed to serve in God’s temple
and perform the necessary sacrifices. They are also the only ones
who, through a process of purification, were deemed worthy
to enter the “Holy of Holies”—where the ark of the covenant
rested behind a thick veil—and approach God’s presence.
Priests are the ones who hear God’s voice and communicate
God’s message to those who are outside the Temple. The priests
are primarily concerned with the spiritual health and education
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of God’s people. To be a priest was both a great honor, and a
serious responsibility.
The Old Testament model of worship utilized these three key
elements; the temple, the sacrifice, and the priesthood. However,
as we have already seen, God’s promTHE OLD TESTAMENT
ise concerning the Messiah was that
MODEL OF WORSHIP
He would build a new temple, one
UTILIZED THESE THREE KEY
where the ark of the covenant was
ELEMENTS; THE TEMPLE,
not central. As radical as this seems,
THE SACRIFICE, AND THE
PRIESTHOOD. HOWEVER,
the implication is that God’s presAS WE HAVE ALREADY
ence would no longer remain in a
S
EEN, GOD’S PROMISE
single geographical location, yet His
CONCERNING THE MESSIAH
Spirit would fill the new temple.
WAS THAT HE WOULD BUILD
Therefore, the new temple which
A NEW TEMPLE, ONE WHERE
was to be built by the Messiah would
THE ARK OF THE COVENANT
not be located in a single geographic
WAS NOT CENTRAL.
location.
The implication would seem to be that for the Messiah to
accomplish his calling, he would have to bring an end to the
practices of the Old Covenant, and we know that the only way
to bring these practices to an end would be to fulfill them.
“But the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the
covenant of which he is mediator is superior to the old one, and
it is founded on better promises. For if there had been nothing wrong with that first covenant, no place would have been
sought for another.” (Hebrews 8:6-7)

Under the New Covenant, these forms are fulfilled, or fully
realized, and they cease to become necessary. They are shadows
which point to what has already come.
Once these shadows are fulfilled they no longer serve any
further purpose. Instead, the focus must shift to the promise
fulfilled, and to the one who has fulfilled the promise.
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THE LIGHT REMOVES THE SHADOW
Have you ever wondered at the apparent difference between
the way God behaved in the Old Testament and the way Jesus
reveals Him in the Gospels? Perhaps you yourself have struggled
with this apparent contradiction of character. Is there a logical
explanation for why God seems to be so bloodthirsty and vengeful in the Old Testament scriptures, and yet so loving and gentle
in the New Testament?
Well, this debate is as old as Christianity itself. In fact, the
very first person to point out this difference was Jesus himself.
In the Gospel of Matthew, chapter 5, Jesus quotes the Old
Covenant and then makes a new proclamation that demonstrates the differences between the two.
First, he points out the differences in the Old Covenant command “Thou Shalt Not Kill” found in the Law of Moses and
provides a radical new command under the New Covenant:
“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not
murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’
But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be
subject to judgment” (Matt 5:22-23)

Here at the start of his sermon on the mount, Jesus lays out
for everyone a new covenant perspective which permeates the
Good News of the Kingdom he has come to proclaim.
In the past, God operated under the Old Covenant rule
which was expressed through the Law of Moses, or the Ten
Commandments. Now, according to Jesus, things will be different. As we enter the Kingdom of God, we can now expect
something new. Instead of “Do not murder”, Jesus ups the ante
with “Don’t be angry.”
Throughout this section of scripture, Jesus continues to contrast specific commands of the Old Covenant with new standards
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found in the New Covenant of Grace. Having addressed the
command about murder, next he addresses “Thou Shalt Not
Commit Adultery”:
“You have heard that it was said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’ But
I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already
committed adultery with her in his heart.” (Matt 5:27-28)
“It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her
a certificate of divorce.’ But I tell you that anyone who divorces
his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become
an adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced woman
commits adultery.” (Matt 5:31-32)

Next he addresses the commands against bearing false witness or swearing oaths:
“Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago,
‘Do not break your oath, but keep the oaths you have made to
the Lord.’ But I tell you, Do not swear at all…” (Matt 5:33-34)

Finally, he addresses the Law in the Old Covenant concerning murder and retribution:
“Jesus said, “You’ve heard it said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth
for a tooth’, but I say to you, do not resist and evil man, and
whoever shall strike you on the right cheek, turn to him the
other also.” (Matt 5:38-39)
“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate
your enemy.’ But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father
in heaven.” (Matt 5:43-44)

Why do you think Jesus starts off his sermon on the mount
by making such a radical set of statements? In effect, he is quoting the Law of the Old Covenant and saying that those things
are no longer valid. Instead, he’s replacing the commands of the
Old Covenant with brand new, Kingdom-centric ideas which go
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beyond mere obedience. These words of Jesus speak of the heart,
not simply about rules to follow.
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.”
(Matt 5:17)

So, Jesus came to announce the Kingdom of God and to proclaim a New Covenant. He did this, first of all, by fulfilling the
Old Covenant. These were but shadows, according to the author
of Hebrews:
“The law is only a shadow of the good things that are coming—
not the realities themselves.” (Hebrews 10:1)

The New Covenant is not like the Old. So, we shouldn’t be
surprised at the differences. The Old Covenant has now been
fulfilled in Christ, and now that Old Covenant is no longer in
effect. It has been fulfilled. Now, we
HE IS THE HIGH PRIEST
are living under the New Covenant
OF THIS NEW COVENANT
which Jesus came to inaugurate.
AND HE HAS OUTLINED FOR
He is the High Priest of this New
US, IN THE GOSPEL, WHAT
Covenant and He has outlined for
LIFE IN THE KINGDOM
us, in the Gospel, what life in the
SHOULD LOOK LIKE.
Kingdom should look like.
No longer will we live by the code, “An eye for an eye” but
now we will live by the new code, “Love your enemies.”
The Old Testament and New Testament are not concurrent
realities. The Old Covenant is fulfilled in Christ and now we are
under a New Covenant. Behold the old is gone and the new has
come.
This does not imply that the Old Covenant scriptures are
irrelevant at all. These are still valuable to us so that we can comprehend how they were fulfilled in Jesus. But these are still shadows which point to Jesus.
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“You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by
them you possess eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life.” (John
5:39-40)

According to the Old Covenant, God promised to send His
Messiah to fulfill the prophecies concerning a New Covenant.
This Messiah would be a priest and a king, and he would be the
one who would build a temple for God—one not made with
human hands.
Throughout the ministry of Jesus, we see him emphasizing
the temporal nature of the shadow and the eternal qualities of
the Kingdom of God. Specifically, Jesus quite often speaks about
the Temple in terms that make the Jewish religious class very
nervous.
“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” (John
2:19)

Jesus was the fulfillment of the shadow found in the Old
Covenant priesthood. He is now our only High Priest.
Jesus was the fulfillment of the shadow of the sacrificial lamb
who takes away our sins. We no longer require a blood sacrifice
as part of our worship to God.
Jesus was the fulfillment of the shadow of the temple. We no
longer need to travel to a physical, geographical holy place to
come into the presence of Almighty God.
“One greater than the temple has come,” Jesus said in
Matthew 12:6. At his crucifixion, God tore the veil in the temple
in two, from top to bottom, to signify the end of that old covenant temple system. The priests, the animal sacrifice, and even
the temple itself are all now superfluous and unnecessary.
The author of Hebrews summarizes all of this for us when
he says:
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“When Christ came as high priest of the good things that are
already here, he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this
creation. He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and
calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his
own blood, having obtained eternal redemption.” (Hebrews
9:11-12; emphasis mine)

Here we see that Jesus fulfilled the shadows of high priest,
temple, and sacrificial lamb. He took the role of High Priest
when He offered Himself as the unblemished Lamb of God, in
the temple of His body. Thus, Jesus reveals that He was what
each of these shadows were pointing to all along. These shadows
are all fulfilled in Christ.
But why did Jesus do all of this? What are the practical implications of these actions for those of us who are now living under
a New Covenant?
Here’s the beautiful symmetry of what Christ accomplished
for us: Jesus is our High Priest so that we can become a Kingdom
of Priests.
“You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our
God, and they will reign on the earth.” (Revelation 5:10)

Jesus is the Living Temple of God so that we can become the
Temple of the Holy Spirit.
“Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit,
who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not
your own.” (1 Corinthians 6:19)

Jesus is the Lamb of God so that we can also become living
sacrifices to God.
“Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer
your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this
is your spiritual act of worship.” (Romans 12:1)
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In fact, all of this is confirmed in the writings of Peter who
says:
“As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him— you also, like living stones, are
being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ…But
you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him
who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once
you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once
you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.”
(1 Peter 2:4-5; 9-10; emphasis added)

As we’ve already seen, the Messiah was sent, in part, to build
a temple for God that was “not made by human hands.” Yet,
when Jesus walked the Earth, there was already a physical temple
standing in Jerusalem. What was the temple that Jesus came to
establish? It was you and I—the living temple of the Holy Spirit.
Jesus fulfilled His mission and built a house for God. Jesus
alone was the one who fashioned a resting place for His Father.
He did what David, and Solomon and all the rest could never
do. He built an acceptable temple for God that was cleansed
with His own blood and purified by the Lamb of God.
“For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: ‘I
will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their
God, and they will be my people.’” (2 Corinthians 6:16)

What is the purpose of a temple? It’s a Holy Place. It’s where
people can go to find God, to approach Him and to enter into
His presence.
If you and I are now the temple of God on this earth, this
means that whenever people come to you, whether they know
it or not, they are standing in front of the temple of the Living
God.
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“But Christ is faithful as a son over God’s house. And we are his
house, if we hold on to our courage and the hope of which we
boast.” (Hebrews 3:6).

Even though we often think
of the Church as a building, it is
not a building. The Church is an
organism, not an organization.
The Church is made only of living,
breathing people who carry around
with them the Holy Presence of the Living God in their hearts.
If you have surrendered your life to Christ, then God lives in
you by His Spirit. He has made His home in you, by your faith
in Christ Jesus and the finished work of Christ on the cross. This
is not a small thing. In fact, the ripping of the veil in Solomon’s
Temple, the cloth separating God and mankind, was ripped
from top to bottom the very instant that Jesus accomplished His
work on the cross.

T H E C H U R C H I S M A D E O N LY
OF LIVING, BREATHING
PEOPLE WHO CARRY AROUND
W I T H T H E M T H E H O LY
PRESENCE OF THE LIVING
GOD IN THEIR HEARTS.

“And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up
his spirit. At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in
two from top to bottom.” (Matt. 27:50-51).

God did not wait even one second longer than necessary to
remove the veil which separated us from Himself. How could we
ever again seek to repair this veil and establish again a series of
religious barriers between ourselves and God?
We are the only House that God has ever built. We are the
only temple ever commissioned by God to house His Holy
Presence.
The True and Living God has built for Himself a living,
breathing temple on this earth and we are that temple.
So, we see from the Scriptures that it was always God’s plan
to fulfill the shadows of priesthood, temple and sacrifice through
the promised Messiah. When the Messiah came, He revealed that
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He was the reality to which these shadows pointed. When Jesus
fulfilled these shadows at the cross, they ceased to be necessary.
This means we no longer require a special clergy or priestly class
of men to operate as a type of Christ for us because the Christ
Himself has already come. We no longer require the blood of
sheep to cover our sins, because the Lamb of God has already
come and offered Himself as the perfect atonement for our sins.
We no longer require a special, holy place where we must go to
meet with God because God has fulfilled His promise to us and
He has made us to be the temple of His Holy Spirit.
I believe that it is for these reasons
I BELIEVE THAT IT IS FOR
that the New Testament Church did
THESE REASONS THAT THE
not seek to build temples where they
NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH
could worship, or to ordain priests
DID NOT SEEK TO BUILD
who would act as spiritual mediaTEMPLES WHERE THEY
tors, or to offer blood sacrifices on
C O U L D W O R S H I P, O R T O
the altar for the forgiveness of sins.
ORDAIN PRIESTS WHO
WOULD ACT AS SPIRITUAL
They understood that Christ had
M
EDIATORS, OR TO OFFER
fulfilled all of these shadows. They
BLOOD SACRIFICES ON
fully recognized that they were now
T H E A LTA R F O R T H E
the temple of the Holy Spirit. They
FORGIVENESS OF SINS.
understood that they themselves
THEY UNDERSTOOD THAT
were now God’s Holy Priesthood,
CHRIST HAD FULFILLED
offering themselves to God as daily,
ALL OF THESE SHADOWS.
living, sacrifices.
This was not an arbitrary decision. It was not one based upon
cultural restrictions, nor did it mirror the Jewish or Pagan systems of the day. Instead, it was an organic model founded upon
Christ Himself and revealed in the Holy Scriptures.
Is it any wonder that Jesus cried from the cross, “It is finished!” after accomplishing all of this? The cross of Jesus accomplished so much more for us than forgiveness of sins and eternal
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life. He fulfilled the promises of the Old Covenant to usher in
the ongoing reality of a New Covenant where God’s greatest
desire could be fully realized.

THE NEW COVENANT OF GOD
From the beginning, God’s plan was to make His home with
mankind. The first book of the Bible lays out for us God’s original design for all of creation and at the center of this is His intimate desire to be with us.
The Garden of Eden was a type of temple—a sanctuary
where God and man could fellowship and commune together.
After the Fall, the tabernacle and the temple served as shadows which pointed to the one, true
THE GARDEN OF EDEN WAS
temple which was to come—one
A TYPE OF TEMPLE—A
not made with human hands. The
SANCTUARY WHERE GOD AND
Apostles and the first Christians
MAN COULD FELLOWSHIP
were thrilled to realize that they
AND COMMUNE TOGETHER.
were living in the reality of these
promises, and they proclaimed it loudly. As Stephen said before
he was stoned to death:
“However, the Most High does not live in houses made by men.
As the prophet says: ‘Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my
footstool. What kind of house will you build for me? says the
Lord. Or where will my resting place be? Has not my hand
made all these things?’” (Acts 7:48-50)

Paul also echoed this truth when he spoke to the worshippers
of the “Unknown God” in Athens saying:
“The God who made the world and everything in it is the
Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by
hands.” (Acts 17:24)
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The early Christians knew that Jesus had died to fulfill the
Old Covenant and rose from the dead to preside over a New
Covenant that was promised long ago. The Jewish leaders of the
day also fully understood that the preaching of the Gospel posed
a threat to their status quo. This is partly why they opposed
Stephen and accused him of “speaking against this holy place
and against the law.” (Acts 6:14) It’s also why they opposed Paul
and arrested him at the temple in Jerusalem saying, “This is the
man who teaches all men everywhere against our people and our
law and this place.” (Acts 21:28)
In the New Testament we see that many understood that
what Jesus had inaugurated was the foundation of a brand new
temple “not made with human hands” that made the existing
temple obsolete and superfluous.
“This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after
that time, declares the Lord. I will put my laws in their minds
and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they
will be my people. No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or
a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ because they will
all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. For I will
forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”
(Jeremiah 31:31-34)

At the feast of Pentecost, the birthday of the New Testament
ekklesia, Peter confirmed that what God promised to do in the
Old Testament scriptures through the prophet of Joel was being
fulfilled in their very presence.
“‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all
people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men
will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. Even on my
servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in
those days, and they will prophesy.” (Acts 2:17-18)

God’s promise was fulfilled at Pentecost. He poured out His
Spirit on all flesh—not just on the prophet, not just on the men,
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but on women, and children, on the old and on the young. This
was the inauguration of something radically different than what
had gone before.
Later, through both Peter and Paul, God would confirm by
His Spirit that this outpouring was not only for the Jews, but
also for the Gentiles as well.
“For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same
Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him.”
(Romans 10:12)
“Therefore, remember that formerly
you who are Gentiles by birth….
that at that time you were separate
from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the
covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the
world. But now in Christ Jesus you
who once were far away have been
brought near through the blood of
Christ….His purpose was to create
in himself one new man out of the
two, thus making peace, and in this
one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross,
by which he put to death their hostility. He came and preached
peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were
near. For through him we both have access to the Father by one
Spirit.” (Ephesians 2:11-18)

GOD’S NEW COVENANT
WITH MAN WAS NO
L O N G E R C O N F I N E D O N LY
TO ONE RACE OF PEOPLE,
BUT NOW IT WAS WIDE
OPEN TO EVERY LIVING,
BREATHING HUMAN BEING
ON THE PLANET WHO
RESPONDED TO THE OPEN
INVITATION OF JESUS TO
FOLLOW AFTER HIM.

God’s New Covenant with man was no longer confined only
to one race of people, but now it was wide open to every living, breathing human being on the planet who responded to the
open invitation of Jesus to follow after Him.
“Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with
Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole
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building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple
in the Lord. And in him you too are being built together to
become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.” (Ephesians
2:19-22)

The new, living, breathing temple of God was now unleashed
upon the earth and set free to expand and cover the whole of creation, without limit or boundary. As Jesus promised, “…I will
build my church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against
it.” (Matthew 16:18)
God’s New Testament Temple was built upon the Chief
Cornerstone, and there is no longer any other “Holy Place” than
the heart of every believer, and the collective ekklesia (gathering)
of God’s people. As Dr. G.K. Beale said to me:
“Hebrews chapter 9 uses the word parable to refer to the physical Temple (v 8-9). The physical, Old Testament Temple is not
the literal Temple. It’s the illustrative Temple. The Temple that
Jesus has begun to establish is called the “True Temple.” So, to
look at the picture is not to see the substance that is already
here….Christ is the true Israel. He is the true Temple. So, to
look longingly at the picture of a physical temple is to make the
same mistake. The substance is here, (in Christ).”1

As we’ve already seen, the symbols of the Old Covenant were
shadows, not the realities themselves. The shadow of the physical temple was revealed in the true temple of Christ’s body. The
shadow of the priesthood was revealed in the person of Jesus our
High Priest. The shadow of the blood sacrifice was fulfilled in
the sacrifice of the Lamb of God who gave Himself for the sins
of the world.
What would be the point of going back to the Old Covenant
shadows now that the light has come and these things have
found fulfillment in Christ?
The Old Covenant model depended on incomplete symbols,
whereas the New Covenant model is the true reality. Instead
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of a select group of men set aside
as mediators between God and
man, the New Covenant priesthood includes every man, woman
and child in the Kingdom of God.
Instead of a single, man-made temple in one geographic location, the
New Covenant temple has expanded
to fill every baptized believer in Christ Jesus. Instead of a blood
sacrifice to provide a temporary covering for our sins, we have all
been covered in the Blood of the Lamb and we ourselves are now
the living sacrifices of God.
We must remember also that the Old Covenant forms of
worship were man-made and not God’s original desire for His
people. When He created all things, God made a place where
He would be free to relate to His creation. In the Garden we see
God’s true heart revealed. Yet this goal was circumvented when
mankind made a choice to disobey.
When God brought His people out of Egypt and lead them
into the desert and towards the promised land it was the people,
not God, who suggested that Moses speak to them on behalf of
God.

INSTEAD OF A SELECT
GROUP OF MEN SET ASIDE
AS MEDIATORS BETWEEN
GOD AND MAN, THE NEW
COVENANT PRIESTHOOD
INCLUDES EVERY MAN,
WOMAN AND CHILD IN
THE KINGDOM OF GOD.

“When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the
trumpet and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with
fear. They stayed at a distance and said to Moses, ‘Speak to us
yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or
we will die.” (Exodus 20:18-19)

Later, in the days of the prophet Samuel we read how God’s
people rejected God as their King.
“But when they said, ‘Give us a King to lead us,’ this displeased
Samuel so he prayed to the Lord. And the Lord told him: Listen
to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have
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rejected, but they have rejected me as their king.” (1 Samuel
8:6-7)

It was never God’s plan to create divisions between Himself
and His people. Instead, it was Adam’s sin in the Garden that
created the first divide. Then it was the fear of the Israelites in
the desert that put a mediator between us and God, and finally
it was the desire of a nation to be like “all the other nations” that
brought the final rejection of God as King.
The Old Covenant is filled with examples like this where God
desires to pull His people closer and His people continually pull
back because of fear, and sin, and pride.
But the Good News of the New Covenant is that God has
made a way for us to live free of sin. He’s made a way for love
to cast out all fear. He’s promised to give grace to those who are
humble.
The New Covenant is the fulfillment of God’s glorious dream
where “I will be their God and they will be my people.”
Does anyone dare to pick up a needle and thread in an
attempt to repair the old veil? Would anyone be so foolish as to
long for anything less than the complete expression of this new
reality we have found in Christ?
Certainly there was a time in history when it was appropriate
to build a holy place where a holy man could perform a holy
work. But this time has long passed. This shadow has long since
been eclipsed by the Light of the World.
To this very day there is no physical Jewish temple of worship
in Jerusalem or anywhere else. Why? Because these shadows have
served their purpose.
We have a New Covenant now. One where every believer can
now be ordained into the priesthood of God, (1 Peter 2:5) and
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every believer is now the daily, living sacrifice (Romans 12), and
every believer is now the temple of the Holy Spirit. (1 Cor 6:19)

EVERY BELIEVER A PRIEST OF GOD
“It was never in the mind of God that a privileged priesthood of
sinful, imperfect men would attempt, following the death and triumphant resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, to repair the veil and
continue their office of mediation between God and man. The letter
to the Hebrews makes that fact very plain. When Jesus rose from the
dead, the Levitical priesthood, which had served Israel under the
Old Covenant, became redundant.”
–a. w. to ze r 2

According to the New Testament, it was never God’s plan to have
His New Covenant Church operate like a Levitical priesthood.
Jesus commanded His disciples not to emulate the top-down
organizational structures of either the Jewish religion (Matt
23:8-12), or of the Pagan authorities (Mark 10:42-45). Instead,
He urged them to treat one another as brothers and as equals.
Paul, in 1 Corinthians, chapter 12, outlines God’s plan for
the Church to operate as a Body. In this New Testament model,
Jesus is the only Head and the people within the Church are
empowered—each and every one of them—by the Holy Spirit
to minister to one another.
“Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the
common good.” (1 Corinthians 12:7)

Notice how each of these various gifts are distributed to the
Body, by the Holy Spirit for a single purpose: “for the common
good.” God does this so that everyone in the Body is necessary
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and so that everyone contributes and shares the burden of
ministry.
“All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives
them to each one, just as he determines.” (1 Corinthians 12:11)

Notice that Paul doesn’t say, “…he gives them to ONE
PERSON” but that these gifts are given to “each one” of the
members within the Body.
“The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and
though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with
Christ.” (1 Corinthians 12:12)

Notice how the body is a reflection of Christ himself if we
operate as a unit made up of many parts all working together
under the headship of Christ. The implication is that if we do
not function as God designed, we are not reflecting Christ to
the world.
“For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether
Jews or Greeks, slave or free— and we were all given the one
Spirit to drink.” (1 Corinthians 12:13)

Notice how throughout 1 Corinthians 12 the emphasis is not
on one particular member but on the entire Body itself. This
is especially significant when you consider that this church in
Corinth was probably one of the
HE NEVER COMMANDS
most troubled and morally chalT
HEIR ELDERS TO TAKE
lenged churches in early Christian
CONTROL AND WHIP PEOPLE
history. Even so, Paul never abanINTO SHAPE. HE NEVER
dons the shared body ministry in
ADDRESSES THE SENIOR
order to correct these errors. He
PASTOR AT ALL IN THIS
never commands their elders to take
LETTER, OR ANY OTHER
control and whip people into shape.
LETTER. WHY? BECAUSE
THERE WASN’T ONE.
He never addresses the senior pastor
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at all in this letter, or any other letter. Why? Because there wasn’t
one.
The overwhelming evidence throughout the New Testament
is that every baptized believer in Christ was automatically
ordained by the Holy Spirit into the ministry of Jesus. There was
no separation between clergy and laity.
Were there some within the Body who were gifted to teach
and to encourage and to lead? Yes, of course. But the entire life
of the Church did not revolve around these few. Instead, every
single believer was empowered to contribute and to speak and to
use their gifting as the Holy Spirit directed.
According to the New Testament, when the church actually
functions as a real Body, and when Jesus is really the Shepherd,
the entire Body will be healthy and operate as God intended all
along.
It makes me wonder how can we continually refer to ourselves as “The Body of Christ” if we do not actually engage in
the organic form of shared life as described in 1 Corinthians 12.
“Any system which operates to forbid or render impossible the
functioning of every priest according to ability is subversive of
God’s whole system.” (W. Carl Ketcherside3)

Chances are that, unless you are an ordained pastor, you don’t
consider yourself as being qualified to baptize a new believer,
lead others in the Lord’s Supper, or pray for someone dying of
cancer in the hospital. If so, you are not alone. Most people who
attend Christian churches today would not feel it was their place
to baptize a new believer or perform any of the functions normally reserved for the clergy.
The sad thing is, your Bible suggests otherwise. In fact, Paul
the Apostle says on several occasions that every member of the
Body is competent to lead, to instruct, to exhort and to share.
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For example, in Romans 15:14 Paul says, “I myself am convinced, my brethren, that you yourselves are full of goodness,
complete in knowledge and competent to instruct one another.”
In 1 Corinthians 14:31 Paul says, “For you can all prophesy in
turn so that everyone may be instructed and encouraged.”
This last verse specifies a shared prophetic gifting within the
Body, but this shared dynamic is not limited to that specific gifting, especially when compared to what Paul has previously communicated in chapter 12 of this same epistle.
One of the most illuminating verses of scripture in the New
Testament which gives us a clear picture of what the original
New Testament expression of Church looked like is found in 1
Corinthians 14:26, which says:
“What then shall we say, brethren? When you come together,
everyone has a hymn, or a word of instruction, a revelation, a
tongue or an interpretation. All of these must be done for the
strengthening of the church.”

Here we see a gathering of Believers who all partake of Christ
together, sharing their God-given gifts with one another in love
for the common good.
THE FACT IS THAT JESUS
The fact is that Jesus gave birth
GAVE BIRTH TO A CHURCH
to a Church that was radically difT H AT W A S R A D I C A L LY
ferent from anything that had ever
DIFFERENT FROM ANYTHING
been known before, or since. It was
THAT HAD EVER BEEN
a Church where every believer was
KNOWN BEFORE, OR SINCE.
a priest of God and every member
was a Temple of His Holy Spirit. The only daily sacrifice was
performed by average, everyday people who were filled by the
Spirit of the Living God and empowered to live radical lives of
love in demonstration of the Gospel message.
The doctrine of the Priesthood of the Believer is nearly
unheard of in today’s Churches, and rarely preached on. Mainly,
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I would suspect, because for any traditional church to follow
through with the implications of this doctrine, many pastors
would soon find themselves out of a job. Nevertheless, the New
Testament reveals an early Church where everyone participated
and shared their spiritual gifts openly with the rest of the Body.
In 1 Corinthians 12:4, Paul says:
“There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit. There are
different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in
all people.”

As we’ve already pointed out, Paul does not say, “…but the
same God works all of them in one man.” If he did, then we
might have a Biblical basis for the all-in-one religious professionals that we currently employ today. Instead, as numerous Biblical
Scholars (such as F.F. Bruce, Gordon Fee, and Robert Banks),
have clearly remarked, the early Church knew nothing of the
clergy class of leader we see today.
Another Biblical Scholar, Howard Snyder, has also said:
“The clergy-laity dichotomy is a direct carry-over from preReformation Roman Catholicism and a throwback to the Old
Testament priesthood. It is one of the principal obstacles to
the church effectively being God’s agent of the kingdom today
because it creates a false idea that only ‘holy men,’ namely,
ordained ministers, are really qualified and responsible for leadership and significant ministry. In the New Testament there
are functional distinctions between various kinds of ministries
but no hierarchical division between clergy and laity. The New
Testament teaches us that the church is a community in which
all are gifted and all have ministry.”4

Biblical Scholar William Bausch, himself a Roman Catholic,
also freely admits that the New Testament Church knew nothing of the One-Man-Pastorate that we employ in today’s modern
Christianity:
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“Our survey has shown us that no cultic priesthood is to be
found in the New Testament. Yet we wound up importing Old
Testament, Levitical forms and imposing them on Christian
ministry…Nevertheless in practice there is no denying that
there has historically been a gathering into one person and
his office what were formerly the gifts of many…[This practice] goes astray, of course, when it translates to mean that only
ordination gives competence, authority, and the right of professional governance. It goes further astray when eventually all
jurisdictional and administrative powers in the church come to
be seen as an extension of the sacramental powers conferred at
ordination. In short, there is a movement here away from the
more pristine collaborative and mutual ministries of the New
Testament.”5

Whenever someone suggests that it is unbiblical for the average Christian to teach, preach, baptize, or prophesy on a regular
basis they are dead wrong. While the New Testament teaches us
that not all Christians are specifically gifted as teachers, prophets, or apostles, (see 1 Corinthians 12:29) it also teaches that
every Christian is a minister, a functioning priest, and is capable
of instructing, prophesying, and exhorting in the church.
The truth is that if you are a spirit-filled child of God then the
Holy Spirit living within you has already licensed, ordained and
empowered you to begin your ministry as a Priest of God in the
Name of Jesus Christ, and the function of the Body is to encourage and equip you to walk out that Divine calling every day of
your life. It doesn’t take much digging around to uncover a host
of Biblical Scholars who freely admit that our modern divide
between Clergy and Laity is not a New Testament concept.
As Herbert Haag said:
“In the Catholic Church there are two classes, clergy and
laity…This structure does not correspond to what Jesus did and
taught. Consequently it has not had a good effect in the history
of the Church …Among his disciples Jesus did not want any
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distinction of class or rank…In contradiction to this instruction of Jesus, a ‘hierarchy,’ a ‘sacred authority,’ was nevertheless
formed in the third century.”6

Jesus was quite clear when he pulled his Disciples aside
(many of whom would go on to become the Apostles who would
shape the New Testament Church) and said to them:
“(The Pharisees) do all their deeds to be seen by others…But
you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you
are all brothers.” (Matt. 23:5)

What did Jesus mean by this? Did He seriously intend to
communicate that He was the only head of His Church? Could
He really mean that they were not to set up a hierarchical system
of Church government?
Let’s ask ourselves the following questions: Where in the
Scriptures can we find anyone other than Christ who is called
the head of the Church?
The truth is, Jesus never relinquished control over His
Disciples or His Church, to any human being. But, you might
ask, didn’t Jesus assign anyone to lead the Church in His absence?
Yes, He did:
“But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going
away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but
if I go, I will send him to you…But when he, the Spirit of truth,
comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his
own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what
is yet to come. He will bring glory to me by taking from what is
mine and making it known to you.” (John 14:7; 13-15)

Here we see that Jesus did leave someone in charge in His
absence—the Holy Spirit. Therefore, Jesus continues to lead His
Church today, as His people (the Body) respond to His leadership and submit to Him and to the Holy Spirit.
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The practical implications of this teaching suggest that
whenever believers in Christ gather together in His name, the
author of the Scriptures is in our midst. The central character of
the Bible lives within us and He is
I DECLARE TO YOU, WITH
capable of making His will known
COMPLETE CONFIDENCE,
to us. I declare to you, with comTHAT IF YOU READ THE
SCRIPTURES AND ASK THE
plete confidence, that if you read the
LORD TO REVEAL HIMSELF
Scriptures and ask the Lord to reveal
T
O YOU AND TO TEACH
Himself to you and to teach you, He
YOU, HE WILL DO IT!
will do it! Here’s how I know:
“If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to
him.” (James 1:5)
“As for you, the anointing you received from him remains
in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his
anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is
real, not counterfeit--just as it has taught you, remain in him.”
(1 John 2:27)
“For where two or three come together in my name, there am I
with them.” (Jesus in Matt 18:20)

So, even if the people who have the gift of teaching are not
present for one of our gatherings, it is still possible for everyone
else in the room to read the Scriptures, and pray, and ask God
for wisdom and insight. If they do this they should expect to
receive revelation from God Himself through the Holy Spirit.
In this way, the Church is never without a teacher. She has
been filled with the Spirit of God, and the head of the Church is
in her midst. Jesus has promised that He is the Good Shepherd
and that His sheep can hear His voice. (see John 10:14-16)
Is it only the leader who can hear the voice of the Shepherd?
Or can everyone hear the voice of their Lord? The New Testament
strongly argues in favor of the latter.
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Again, this doesn’t make everyone in the room a teacher, but
everyone in the room does have access to hear The Teacher and
share what they learn from Him.
Therefore, it’s still possible for everyone in the Body to come
together under the Headship of Christ and share the gifts they’ve
received from the Holy Spirit and participate in the life of Jesus
together.

WHAT ABOUT LEADERSHIP?
Some have suggested that this radical picture of “every-believera-priest” goes too far and leaves us with a leaderless Church
founded on anarchy and chaos. However, nothing could be further from the truth.
Every Church requires leadership and God has not left us
without it. I believe the New Testament demonstrates a plurality
of leadership within the Church because every believer is a priest
of God. For example, whenever anyone in our house church is
sharing he or she is leading us. It may be a seven year old girl, a
twelve year old boy, a forty year old man, or anyone else in the
room. This is not the end of leadership, it is sharing leadership
among the members of the Body, with an understanding that
Christ alone is our true leader.
In a larger sense, Christ is still the leader of His Church, not
any one person or persons. He might lead through us as we submit to Him and respond to His Holy Spirit, but it is still Christ
who is leading us.
So, what is at stake? Do models really matter? Can’t God
work through us no matter how we gather or who our leader
is? Yes, of course God can, and does, work through any and all
means to advance His Kingdom and communicate His Gospel.
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But, I would simply ask, if you
IF YOU KNEW THAT GOD HAD
SOMETHING SPECIAL IN
knew that God had something speMIND FROM THE BEGINNING,
cial in mind from the beginning, and
AND IF YOU COULD SEE
if you could see Biblical evidence for
BIBLICAL EVIDENCE
a form of Church that empowered
FOR A FORM OF CHURCH
every believer to function and conTHAT EMPOWERED EVERY
tribute to the health of the Body,
BELIEVER TO FUNCTION
wouldn’t you at least want to give it
AND CONTRIBUTE TO THE
H E A L T H O F T H E B O D Y,
a shot?
WOULDN’T YOU AT LEAST
If there was a way to enter into
WANT TO GIVE IT A SHOT?
the kind of community we read
about in the book of Acts, why wouldn’t you want to entertain
the possibility that it could be within our grasp? Why wouldn’t
you be willing to surrender anything it took to have a Church
like that?
Granted, models in themselves only provide the framework.
We can see that even those original Christians who gathered in
their homes and operated under the headship of Christ were anything but perfect. On the contrary, they were just as weak and
prone to failure as the rest of us. What changes us is Christ, not
any model of church or method of worship. However, the fact
remains that God clearly communicates in the New Testament
that the Church founded by Jesus and the form practiced by the
early Christians was in fulfillment of His express purpose and
desire to establish a temple not made with human hands, where
Christ is the Head and where the people of God share equally
in the ministry.
Certainly those of us who have made the decision to gather
together in an organic way and step into the priesthood of the
believer are in the minority, for now. But according to Leadership
Magazine, Christianity Today, Focus on the Family and Rev
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Magazine, approximately 1,500 pastors a month leave the traditional pastorate in the United States alone, and a recent Gallop
poll showed that 1 million adult Christians per year leave the
institutional church in the U.S.—and that number is growing.
I believe that God is up to something. I believe that many of
the one million people who leave their pews this year are being
lead by the Holy Spirit to enter into a form of Church which
Jesus inspired from the beginning, and even now is calling some
within His Body to experience today.
As author Reggie McNeal, an authority on church leadership,
has said:
“A growing number of people are leaving the institutional
church for a new reason. They are not leaving because they have
lost their faith. They are leaving the church to preserve their
faith.”7

GOD’S CHURCH. GOD’S DESIGN.
For far too long men have wrestled with God for control over
His people. Jesus modeled a servant leadership style for His disciples, and today many of our leaders emphasize a CEO brand of
leadership patterned after the world of big business.
The Apostle Paul told us that we
THE APOSTLE PAUL TOLD US
are the Temple of the Holy Spirit,
THAT WE ARE THE TEMPLE
yet many ministers today insist on
O F T H E H O LY S P I R I T, Y E T
collecting millions of dollars from
MANY MINISTERS TODAY
their flock to build a temple where
INSIST ON COLLECTING
people can worship.
MILLIONS OF DOLLARS
The Apostle Peter told us that we
FROM THEIR FLOCK TO
are the living stones God is buildBUILD A TEMPLE WHERE
P E O P L E C A N W O R S H I P.
ing up to become His Church, and
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instead we are convinced that building the Church involves filling the pews on Sunday morning.
Jesus commanded us to make disciples, those who would follow His teachings and apply them to their everyday life. Instead
we have become experts at entertaining the saints each week and
occasionally converting a few to our denomination.
I end this chapter with an eye-opening quote by the great
philosopher, Soren Kierkegaard:
“The matter is quite simple. The Bible is very easy to understand. But we Christians are a bunch of swindlers. We pretend
to be unable to understand it because we know very well that
the minute we understand it, we are obliged to act accordingly.
Take any words in the New Testament and forget everything
except pledging yourself to act accordingly. ‘My God,’ you will
say, ‘if I do that my whole life will be ruined. How would I
ever get on in the world’? Herein lies the real place of Christian
scholarship. Christian scholarship is the Church’s prodigious
invention to defend itself against the Bible, to ensure that we
can continue to be good Christians without the Bible coming
too close. Oh, priceless scholarship, what would we do without
you? Dreadful it is to fall into the hands of the living God. Yes,
it is even dreadful to be alone with the New Testament.”8

Let us be people who put the words of Jesus into practice
every day of our lives, by the Grace of God.

ORDINATION IS FOR EVERY BELIEVER
There are some who strongly object to the idea of a special group
of clergy class Christians who are ordained into the ministry of
the Gospel. However, I think the real sin is that everyone who
follows Jesus isn’t ordained into the ministry.
As W.Carl Ketcherside remarks in his book, The Royal
Priesthood:

57

58

JESUS UNVEILED

“[In the early Church] those who were Christians did not speak
of ‘entering the ministry.’ They were already in it. Everyone
entered the ministry at baptism. To be in Christ was to be in
the ministry. No one went away to study for ‘the Ministry.’
Each one began where he was and announced the Messiah who
had come. People did not send for a preacher. They just began
preaching. All who had been inducted into the kingdom could
tell what they did and why they did it. Every Christian was a
minister, everyone was a priest. The congregation was a priesthood—a royal priesthood composed of all believers.”

Our current model of ordination is flawed, but for me the flaw
is not that certain men are ordained,
but that not all men and women are
ordained into the ministry.
Rather than to condemn those
who hear God’s voice and respond
to His calling on their lives to serve
others and follow Jesus with their whole life, let’s applaud their
example and take this practice all the way to the finish line by
opening wide the doors to enter the ministry of Jesus.

OUR CURRENT MODEL OF
ORDINATION IS FL AWED,
BUT FOR ME THE FLAW
IS NOT THAT CERTAIN
MEN ARE ORDAINED, BUT
THAT NOT ALL MEN AND
WOMEN ARE ORDAINED
I N T O T H E M I N I S T R Y.

“Again Jesus said, ‘Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me,
I am sending you.’” (John 20:21)

Every believer is in the ministry of Christ. Each of us has
been called, and sent, and gifted, to love and serve and proclaim
the Gospel of the Kingdom to everyone we meet.
This doesn’t mean that we are all evangelists, or that we are
all church-planters, or that we are all teachers (see 1 Corinthians
12). However, it does mean that we are all part of the Body
of Christ and that the Holy Spirit has gifted each of us with
an important and necessary set of spiritual gifts. These gifts are
meant to be used in proportion to our specific calling. Honestly,
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I have been licensed and ordained since I was 22 years old, but
these days I wish I didn’t have the paper. In the beginning it gave
me validation for stepping out under the authority of God, but
now I can see that it has also created a false sense of clergy and
laity—even in our own house church setting.
For example, when we had our first baptism in our house
church family, I was the one who performed it. It didn’t even
occur to me that by taking that position I was robbing others
of the experience we should all feel free to enjoy. Needless to
say, I will not do that again, nor will I lead the communion for
everyone else, or rule the meeting as if this were my church to
do with as I please.
So, are you a Priest in God’s House? Yes, you are. Every follower of Jesus is a Missionary—in the sense that each of us “in
the ministry.” The essential thing for each of us, then, is to discover our mission field (where we live, work, eat and sleep), and
to step into our ministry (which is determined by our specific
gifting by the Holy Spirit).
Now, for those of you who conTHE ESSENTIAL THING
sider yourselves followers of Jesus, I
FOR EACH OF US, THEN,
encourage you to go out into your
IS TO DISCOVER OUR
mission field and to step into your
MISSION FIELD (WHERE
daily ministry, because you and I
WE LIVE, WORK, EAT AND
are all ordained into the ministry of
SLEEP), AND TO STEP
INTO OUR MINISTRY
Jesus. We are all filled with the Holy
(
WHICH IS DETERMINED
Spirit of the Living God. We are
BY OUR SPECIFIC GIFTING
Temples of the Holy Spirit. We are
B Y T H E H O LY S P I R I T ) .
all priests of God. We are all living
sacrifices.
You have been ordained into the ministry of Jesus, my friends.
Let us walk and live and love accordingly.
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