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JESUS UNTANGLED
“For more than a generation in Americanized Christianity, Jesus
has become so entangled in the political realm that he has
become more of a political pawn to be owned by a side, than a
leader to follow into uncharted territory. His message, once so
counter-cultural, has been stifled, suffocated, and reduced to a
tangled pile of knots on the floor of the American political scene.
I can think of no better place for a Christian to begin sorting
those out, and reclaiming a message that is still other-worldly
after all these years, than with Jesus Untangled.”
– b e n ja mi n l . co rey, au t ho r o f undiluted: rediscovering
the radical message of jesus

“This important book clears away the sticky webs that entangle
the people of God. It demands the people of Jesus to look like
Jesus, and not the world. It demands attention. Disagree with
it. Debate it. Deal with it, or just do it...but dismiss it at your
own peril.”
– n e i l co le , au t ho r a nd f o u nder o f c hurch
multi p l i c at io n a sso c iat es

“In Jesus Untangled, Keith Giles has put into words the cries and
moans my heart has been making for years. This book could have
been called Jesus Unstrangled because Keith is pumping oxygen
back into our relationship with Christ and helping release the
chokehold of American Churchianity. If your blood runs red,
white, and blue while your faith sits meek and mild then I dare
you to read this book!”
– ke n t c . w i ll i a m so n, em m y - no m inat ed direc to r o f
by war & by god

“I joined the US Navy because I thought Jesus wanted me to kill
America’s enemies. My faith in God was tangled with my faith
in America. Untangling my faith has been a hard journey that’s
taken many years. Jesus Untangled introduces the main ideas that
led me on my journey.”
– mi ke i zb i c ki , f o r m er u . s. nava l o f f ic er a nd
co n s c i e n ti o us o bj ec to r

“Through passionate stories, cultural commentary, and biblical
insight, Keith Giles presents a good case for separating politics
from following Jesus. We shouldn’t want a ‘Christian’ nation,
because no worldly nation can ever follow the values and guidelines of Jesus. The rule and reign of God doesn’t come through
laws, regulations, and votes, but through God’s people living
like Jesus among the people he brings around us. Do you want
to change the world? Follow Jesus wherever he leads.”
– j ere my mye r s , au t ho r a nd bibl e t eac her at
re d e e mi n g g o d . co m

“Our allegiance to God has been compromised by allegiance to
earthly politics, and many of us don’t even realize it. But we can
only serve one master. In Jesus Untangled, Keith Giles provides
a desperately needed wake-up call to the church in America,
exposing the dangers of nationalism, and showing how Jesus
offered a better way—the way of self-sacrificial love. This book
should be in the hands of every American Christian.”
– c h uc k mc kn ig ht, b lo g g er at hippiehere t ic.co m

“If there is an area that begs, yes screams, for untangling, it is
the subtle or overt fusion (and resulting confusion) of God-andCountry. Years ago Jerry Falwell’s church had a marquis that
proclaimed—“Get ‘em saved; get ‘em registered.” During WWI,
preachers expressed sentiments like, “every dollar and every service given to Uncle Sam for his army is a gift to missions.” James
Dobson advised a mother concerned about her child being bullied, “I believe you should teach your child to defend himself/
herself when attacked. Later, they can be taught to turn the
other cheek.” Jesus Untangled touches some of the most sensitive nerves in the religious world. You may struggle deeply with
some of the details he presents, but Keith Giles does a superb
job of uncovering the lie that wraps the flag or national symbol
of any country around Jesus. Our allegiance is only to the Lamb
of God.”
– jo n ze n s , au t ho r o f 58-0: how christ leads through the
one anothers

“One of the trials Jesus faced in the desert was Satan’s enticing
offer of absolute political power. Christ’s triumph over this
temptation prepared him for his ministry to a people who were
only looking for a political Messiah, who would one day try to
make him king by force. Jesus didn't come to usurp political
authority; he came to subvert it.
And for the first few hundred years, the church followed in
his footsteps. Rather than being unequally yoked with the world,
seduced by its political power, the first Christians lived as ambassadors of another Kingdom; they understood their one and only
allegiance was to the Lamb, and their only true citizenship was
in heaven.
But after years of persecution, Rome finally offered the church
relief, along with influence. So, we laid to rest the real Christ,
in his burial shroud, and resurrected a new Christ, wrapped in
a national flag. And over time, we learned to view the Bible
through the lens of our own political leanings and turn Scripture
into a prooftext for political ambitions and agendas.
In his new book, Jesus Untangled, Keith Giles reveals an
unentangled Christianity that is much more than a mere separation of church and state. He demolishes the recurring fantasy of
a world transformed through Christian laws and policies, and
reawakens us to the truly transformative power of the Gospel.
Using compelling examples of Christians throughout history,
along with a sound interpretation of Scripture, Keith skillfully
argues for today’s church to finally lay down the sword of politics, and once again take up the cross of Christ.”
– r i c h a rd jaco b s o n, au t ho r o f unchurching: christianit y
without churchianit y a nd co - ho st o f the unchurching
podcast

“Simply stated, every Kingdom-minded believer will benefit
from reading Jesus Untangled. This is especially true in the hypersensitized, increasingly polarized and divisive society that we live
in today. In a day when everyone is drawing lines and choosing
sides, Keith asks us to ‘Take a step back from everything you've
ever been told, or seen modelled by other Christians, and try
to see things from a different perspective than you might be
used to.’ If you are willing to take an open-minded journey with
Keith on the topic of Christianity and politics, you will find
things that you heartily agree with, things that intrigue or challenge you, and quite possibly things that evoke a resounding,
‘No, No, NO!’ But if you are brave enough to persevere, you will
find yourself reevaluating, reassessing, and possibly repenting of
attitudes and beliefs you have held about what it means to follow Jesus without entanglement.”
– d a n n ot ti , bibl e t eac her a nd co nf erence s pe ake r
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FOREWORD
Now that the 2016 Presidential Election in America is over, I’m
sure you would agree with me that this was, hands-down, the
craziest, nastiest, crudest, often funniest, most shocking and
scandalous reality TV show you’ve ever watched! I mean, did any
of you ever dream that American parents would have to make
sure their children were not within hearing distance before they
felt it was safe to turn on the evening news and find out what
happened that day in the race for president?
Few would dispute that this has been a dark moment in the
history of American politics. With both candidates in this election season up to their necks in scandals, and each setting historic records in the unfavorable department, many Christians on
both the left and the right found very little in either candidate to
enthusiastically endorse.
Consequently, for the first time in almost four decades,
the church in my part of the country has remained relatively
quiet throughout this election cycle. I, for one, want to scream:
“Hallelujah! Praise be to Jesus!”
What is even better is this: Instead of trying to get their congregations to rally around particular candidates and positions
as many pastors have done in past election seasons, a surprisingly large number of pastors I know have used the pulpit to
talk about King Jesus and his Kingdom, even highlighting the
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radical ways this King and Kingdom contrasts with the kings
and kingdoms of the world.
As disgusted as I am over the deplorable nature of this year’s
presidential contest, the fact that it has had this fortunate side
effect makes me want to tap into my Pentecostal roots and start
jumping pews and running aisles!
Having said this, isn’t it bothersome that many Christians
waited for an election season to put an emphasis on Jesus and his
Kingdom? Do you, like me, find it a bit troubling that talking
about King Jesus instead of political candidates from American
pulpits had to come about as a side effect of a particularly dismal
presidential race? I mean, where in the New Testament are we
taught to rally around anyone other than King Jesus? Where do
we find any hint of a suggestion in the New Testament that part
of our job as followers of Jesus is to weigh in on the political
disputes of the country we happen to live in?
We certainly don’t find such a hint in the ministry of Jesus,
whose example we’re repeatedly commanded to follow.
Jesus lived in a time and place in which political hot topics were on everyone’s mind. Among other things, first century
Palestinian Jews were sharply divided over the “right” way to
respond to the unjust and often abusive power that Rome exercised over them. Because most religious leaders of his day saw
Jesus as a threat, they tried to undermine his popularity by getting him to weigh in on some of these topics. (Divisive ideological polarization in politics is clearly nothing new). However, in
every instance, Jesus refused to take the bait. Instead of playing
the political game of these leaders, Jesus wisely replaced each of
their questions with a question that was more pertinent to the
kingdom of God—the Kingdom which Jesus came to establish.
For example, Jesus was asked to weigh in on the hot topic of
whether or not Jews should pay the taxes that Romans demanded
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of them—the very taxes that supported the Roman military that
oppressed them. Instead of answering this question, however, Jesus
showed the crowd a coin and asked them whose image was on it.
Of course, the coin bore the image of Caesar, which the Jews
considered to be an idolatrous violation of the second of the
Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:4). Jesus then said: “So give
back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, but give to God what is God’s ”
(Matthew 22:21).
Do you see how Jesus ingeniously replaced the leaders’ political question with his own Kingdom question? Holding up the
idolatrous coin, Jesus was in essence saying:
“Are we Jews really going to bicker with each other about how
much of this idolatrous metal we should cling to? Since it all bears
Caesar’s image, give all back to him! The only important question
we ought to be wrestling with is whether or not we are giving back
to God all that bears his image—namely, our whole self.”
Jesus clearly hadn’t come to give people the “right” answer
to their many questions surrounding secular politics. His mission didn’t include providing people with a new-and-improved
version of the kingdoms of this world, even though he certainly
had the opportunity to do so! People wanted to enthrone him
as their worldly king, but Jesus ran away from them when they
tried (John 6:15). And although the devil offered him all the
“authority” and “splendor” of “all the kingdoms of the world,”
Jesus wisely declined the offer (Luke 4:5-7).
Just think for a moment of all the practical good he could
have done had he accepted the devil’s offer of supreme political
power! He could have instantly alleviated all the unjust suffering
his people were enduring under Rome, which is precisely what
the Jewish people expected the Messiah to do—and precisely
why they wanted to make him king. In fact, Jesus could have
instantly transformed every government into the most just and
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most benevolent form of government the world has ever seen or
imagined!
Yet, pragmatic advantages notwithstanding, Jesus saw the
possibility of embracing all this political power as a temptation
of the devil. And this forces this all-important question: If Jesus
viewed the desire to acquire political power to be a temptation of
the devil, why do so many American Christians fight to acquire
as much of this political power as they can?
So too, if Jesus refused to weigh in on divisive political issues,
choosing instead to keep his attention singularly focused on
advancing the kingdom of the Father who sent him, why do so
many American Christians chose to divert their attention away
from the kingdom of God as they spend time and energy fighting to defend the “right” side of political disputes?
The answer that is always given in response to questions
like this is that there are practical, good things that can be
accomplished by gaining political power. Perhaps so, but we
just saw that pragmatic considerations didn’t alter Jesus’ view
that the quest for political power was a temptation from Satan.
Moreover, this pragmatic answer fails to consider all the practical, good things that the church fails to do, for the glory of our
King, because so many Christians are preoccupied trying to tell
government what good things it should do.
As Keith Giles argues in this clear, insightful, and very readable book, the sad truth is that this quest for political power is
the result of the American church allowing Herself to be coopted by political power. In fact, the even sadder truth is that
this has been more or less true of the church as a whole since the
fourth century when the church first caved in to the very same
temptation that Jesus resisted.
For reasons that Keith discloses in this book, a Roman emperor
named Constantine believed (mistakenly) that Jesus had helped
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him win an important battle. As a result, Constantine decided
to invest the church with wealth and political power. Tragically,
instead of following the example of Jesus by interpreting this
offer as a temptation of Satan, church leaders like Eusebius and
Augustine interpreted this offer as a blessing of God!
As Keith masterfully illustrates, it was at this time that the
Church began to forget that the kingdom of God, which we
are called and empowered to advance, always reflects the loving, self-sacrificial, enemy-embracing character of Jesus, never
the harsh, self-serving, enemy-hating character that typifies the
kingdoms of the world. We forgot that Christians are called to
follow the way of the cross, not the way of political power in
which people fight to impose their (assumed) morally and intellectually superior convictions on others. We forgot that we are
called and empowered to address social issues and further the
transformation of the world, not by trusting in the power of
laws and policies—let alone bullets and bombs—but by trusting in the power of the cross, which is the very power of God (1
Corinthians 1:18, 24).
We are to impact society not by voicing our opinions about
what government should do, but by demonstrating what we as
a church are willing to do as we sacrifice our time, money, talent
and privileges to help all who are hungry, homeless, oppressed,
lost, judged and suffering from discrimination.
Jesus Untangled is a clarion call for Christians to wake up to
the many ways we have compromised our distinct calling as citizens of the kingdom of God by becoming entangled with the
affairs of the kingdom of the world. It is a prophetic call for us
to remember, and to never again forget, that we are soldiers of
God’s kingdom, stationed in enemy occupied territory—though
our enemy is never “flesh and blood,” but the “spiritual forces of
evil in the heavenly realms” (Ephesians 6:12).
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As Paul instructs us, we must therefore never allow ourselves
to get “entangled in civilian affairs,” but must instead remain
singularly focused on our efforts “to please [our] commanding
officer,” Jesus Christ (2 Timothy 2:4).
Jesus Untangled is a heart-felt, urgent plea for Christians to
embrace the truth that they are ambassadors who are not called
to invest their energy engaging in the political fights of this land
in which we are stationed. We are rather called to represent the
radically different and altogether beautiful King and Kingdom
of Heaven (2 Corinthians 5:19-20).
I would like to end with a word of warning, followed by a
word of encouragement. If you are a typical American Christian
who has not previously heard the message of how the Kingdom
of God radically contrasts with the kingdoms of the world, I
feel compelled to tell you up front that this book will likely call
into question foundational assumptions about America, about
the Gospel, and about a host of other things that you may have
cherished since childhood. Indeed, if you more or less share the
typical American Christian view of God and country, this book
will challenge you to undergo a complete paradigm shift.
Having undergone this paradigm shift myself, I know full
well how unsettling it can be. You may at times find yourself getting angry, anxious, and/or depressed. You may even be tempted
to simply throw the book aside. If you find yourself in this place,
I implore you to resist this temptation and to keep reading! If
and when you find yourself being disturbed by an argument or
position Keith defends, I encourage you to focus on one allimportant question: Does Keith’s perspective accurately reflect
the teachings and example of Jesus as well as the teaching of the
whole New Testament? Along these lines, you might find it helpful to read this book with a Bible next to you so you can check
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out for yourself the passages Keith cites and compare Scripture
with Scripture on your own.
If you patiently work through whatever discomfort you may
experience while reading this book, and if you honestly evaluate
Keith’s arguments in light of Scripture, I strongly suspect you
will find what an increasing number of people around the globe
are finding these days. At some point, I suspect you will find
yourself waking up to a King and a Kingdom that is far more
radical, far more beautiful, and far more powerful in transforming you and your surrounding culture than you had ever heard
or imagined.
And, as is true of Keith, myself, and a growing multitude
of others, I suspect you will soon find your heart grieves when
you see, with increasing degrees of poignant clarity, the ways
in which the radical and beautiful and powerfully transforming nature of this King and this Kingdom has become so banal,
unattractive, and powerless by having become entangled with
the kings and kingdoms of this world.
– Gregory A. Boyd
Senior Pastor, Woodland Hills Church, Maplewood, MN; author of The Myth
of a Christian Nation (Zondervan, 2006) and numerous other books.
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“CHRISTIANITY IS SO ENTANGLED WITH
THE WORLD THAT MILLIONS NEVER
GUESS HOW RADICALLY THEY HAVE
MISSED THE NEW TESTAMENT PATTERN.
COMPROMISE IS EVERYWHERE.”
— A . W. T O Z E R
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INTRODUCTION
“Nationalism does nothing but teach you to hate people you never
met and to take pride in accomplishments you have no part in.”
– d o ug s ta n ho pe

Do you know what you get when you mix religion and politics?
You get politics.
That’s an old joke, but it’s more true than most Christians
want to admit—especially Christians in America. At least, that
has been my observation over the last few decades.
A friend of mine once suggested that, today, many Christians
are more American than Christian. I am beginning to think that
he is right.
Many Christians are more likely to be moved to tears over
the sound of the national anthem being played, or of someone
quoting Ronald Reagan, than they are when someone reads the
words of Jesus out loud. Many are enraged at the mere suggestion of someone disrespecting their flag, but they hardly bat an
eye when someone contradicts the teachings of Jesus.
In the words of Paul, the Apostle, “My friends, this ought
not to be.”
It’s this very entanglement that disturbs me most. When
I see people who claim to love and follow Jesus placing more
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emphasis on the Constitution than the Sermon on the Mount,
or living their daily lives according to their rights as American
citizens rather than as surrendered servants of Christ, it greatly
concerns me.
On a daily basis I interact with Christians who are constantly
appealing to the Constitution, or one of the many amendments,
as a basis for their behavior. Whenever I attempt to lovingly
redirect these people to the person and character of Jesus as
an example of how they should be
SO, I HAVE BEEN AWARE
viewing the world, I am consistently
OF THE FACT THAT MANY
shouted down and accused of not
CHRISTIANS TODAY ARE
being a real American, or of being
WRESTLING WITH THE
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN
a “liberal”—even though my appeal
FOLLOWING JESUS AND
comes from the Gospel and isn’t
BEING A GOOD CITIZEN.
about politics at all.
So, I have been aware of the fact that many Christians today
are wrestling with the differences between following Jesus and
being a good citizen.
So, I wrote a blog post about it. That turned into a series of
posts, and before I knew it I had written over a dozen articles
about untangling Jesus from politics.
Those posts formed the bedrock of the book you’re holding
now.
Out of that series of articles, I had some very insightful and
productive conversations with Christians about what it really
means to follow Jesus, and about what we should do whenever
we encounter tension between following Jesus and being an
American citizen.
A lot of what I’m going to write about in this book will appeal
to the example of the early Christian church. I do believe that
there is a very rich vein of wisdom to be mined in the writings of
the early church fathers on this topic—partly because they were
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so close in space and time to the Lord Jesus and His apostles, but
also because they were living in a culture very similar to our own
(with a few notable exceptions, of course).
Those early Christians did not vote. They were not members
of a democracy, as we are here in America. They were not protected by any laws—at least not prior to the reign of Constantine
and his apparent conversion in the 4th century.
They were also, prior to Constantine, not living in a proChristian culture. In fact, they were living in a culture that
violently opposed them and their way of life, and often turned
against them.
Perhaps that is where we can find some common ground
with Christians like Tertullian, Ignatius and Origen? We, like
those early Christian teachers, know what it’s like to have a set
of values and ideals that the rest of the world just doesn’t seem
to embrace.
As we look closer, I believe we’ll find that we share even more
similarities with them…but more about that later.
What I hope to do in this book is to convince you that being
an American and following Jesus are not the same thing.
I also hope to demonstrate to you that any attempt to change
the world through political power and influence is not only misguided, but it may even be anti-Christian and in direct opposition to the Gospel itself—as hard as that might be for you to
accept right now.
For the time being, I would ask you to give me the benefit
of the doubt. Take a few moments to consider the ideas and the
Scriptures that I’m about to show you. Take a step back from
everything you’ve ever been told, or seen modeled by other
Christians, and try to see things from a different perspective
than you might be used to.
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When we’re all done, I may not have changed your mind, but
at least you will have taken the very brave steps to question your
own beliefs and challenge your most dearly-held assumptions
about faith and politics.
I don’t know about you, but I think it’s always a good idea to
place our convictions on the anvil once in a while and hammer
them out a little. Not just so we can watch the sparks fly, but
so that we will know when we are done if our assumptions and
beliefs can withstand the test.
Are you up for the challenge? I hope so.
To get us started, let me kick things off by asking you to
consider something you might never have thought about before.
Suppose someone in another country, let’s say Communist
China as an example, hears the Gospel and responds. They fully
repent of their old life and they completely surrender their hearts
and minds to the Lordship of Jesus Christ; taking up their cross
to follow Him daily and living joyously for Him alone.
Now, does that person also become a capitalist or a Republican
at the same time?
Hopefully your answer is “No, of course not.” Although there
have been times when people have said that this person would
be better off if they did become a capitalist or a Republican,
that is beside the point. The fact is that someone who hears the
Gospel of Jesus and who sincerely responds to His call does not
automatically become a conservative American with a particular
set of political values.
That means that it is not only possible to follow Jesus with a
sincere heart without being a conservative American citizen, it’s
being done all over the world this very minute.
Consider, also, that most of those who follow Christ in this
world are not living in America. That means that the majority
of our brothers and sisters in the Body of Christ are from other
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nations with very different ideologies and from radically divergent political streams of thought.
Consider also that following Jesus does not entail the acceptance of any set of man-made political values. The teachings
of Jesus are for us as individuals and they contain challenges
that touch our hearts and speak to our personal attitudes and
behaviors. His commands are about how we love one another,
and how we treat those around us. His Gospel is about drawing
nearer to God and learning to be more like Him in every way.
We would find it very strange indeed if, in our little example,
we went on to say that this Christian in communist China suddenly became more entangled in the politics of the Communist
Party. We would probably be very disWE HAVE BEEN SO
turbed to meet a Christian brother or
INUNDATED WITH THE IDEAS
sister who was passionately devoted
OF GOD AND COUNTRY THAT
to North Korea and fiercely prideful
W E C A N B A R E LY I M A G I N E
about their nationalism.
ONE WITHOUT THE OTHER.
At least, I would hope so.
Yet, some of us see nothing wrong with mixing our Christian
faith with our American nationalism. In fact, some not only
see that as “normal,” they can hardly imagine what it would
be like to follow Jesus without embracing the flag, revering the
Constitution, and weeping as the band plays the Star-Spangled
Banner.
But is that normal Christianity? Or are we simply conditioned by our society or our religious leaders to mix our faith
with our national pride?
For many Christians, this is a very large blind spot. We have
been so inundated with the ideas of God and country that we
can barely imagine one without the other.
Nevertheless, we must admit that it is possible to follow Jesus
apart from politics—even if we aren’t sure exactly how to do
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that, or what it might look like. My hope, in this book, is to
show you that it is not only possible, but that it is also very, very
necessary to do so.
In this book, I also want to ask a few important questions.
For example: How did this entanglement happen? Why is it so
hard for us to disengage Christianity and nationalism?
That is what Jesus Untangled intends to explore. The answers
we uncover may shock you, and perhaps even make you a little
angry. However, when we’re all done, this book might also fill
you with hope and offer you a brand new perspective about how
to follow Jesus—and only Jesus—without being polluted by
outside influences like nationalism or politics.
At least, that is my sincere hope and prayer.
Are you ready? If so, let’s begin.

CHAPTER 1

THE PROBLEM: HOW NATIONALISM
HINDERS THE GOSPEL
“The only right a Christian has is the right to give up his rights.”
– o s wa ld c ha m b er s

Philip Yancey tells the story of something that happened to a
friend of his in World War II during the Battle of the Bulge.1 His
friend was part of a special unit that was sent out each morning
to kill wounded German soldiers who were left on the battlefield
from the night before.
One morning his unit came across a German soldier who was
sitting on the ground under a tree. He wasn’t wounded. He was
just too exhausted to move. Phil’s friend raised his rifle and took
aim, but the man said, in perfect English, “Please, give me just a
moment to pray.” Lowering his rifle Phil’s friend said, “Are you
a Christian?” and when the German soldier said “Yes, I am,” his
friend responded, “I am, too!”
Then the two of them sat together under the tree and Phil’s
friend pulled a Bible out of his jacket. They read a few Scriptures
together and prayed for one another and for their families back
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home. After saying, “Amen,” Phil’s friend stood up, looked at his
German brother in Christ and said, “I guess we’ll meet again in
Heaven one day,” and then he shot the man in the head.
That horrific story illustrates the evils of nationalism better
than anything else I could imagine. Here, we can see how devotion and allegiance to our nation can warp our theology and
cause us to justify acts of violence and brutality that Jesus would
never condone.
Nationalism denies the transcendent nature of God’s
Kingdom. It ignores the fact that there is one universal Body of
Christ that includes those from every tongue, tribe, and nation.
It twists us into tools of the State and drowns out the voice of
Jesus that seeks to remind us that everyone we meet is our neighbor, made in the image of God, and is therefore worthy of love,
grace, and mercy.
If we allow ourselves to become allured by nationalism, we
are forgetting that God loves every person within every nation,
not just the nation into which we were born. So, while we may
believe that God loves our country, we must also remember that
He also loves China, Mexico, Iran, and every single other nation
on earth exactly the same. He is no respecter of persons. He even
loves the just and the unjust equally.
For anyone who hopes to follow Jesus, there is no room to
be a Christian and a nationalist at the same time. Not only does
our nationalism divide our loyalties, but it actually dilutes our
devotion to the teachings of Jesus and elevates the State and the
interests of our nation above the kingdom of Christ.
As Paul put it, “No soldier in active service entangles himself
in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one who
enlisted him as a soldier” (2 Timothy 2:4).
We are not called to participate in the affairs of this world. In
fact, we are highly discouraged to do so in the New Testament
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Scriptures. Jesus warns us to count the cost of becoming one of
His disciples. Paul reminds us that we are ambassadors of Christ
and of His Kingdom.
To further develop Paul’s metaphor, every single person who
is following Jesus has enlisted in the army of God. This army
exists to defend the Gospel of the Kingdom and to engage in
spiritual warfare against principalities and powers of the Enemy.
Our aim is to overthrow the powers of darkness and to transform people from within by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Our victory is assured. Our General is unbeatable. Our weapons are powerful beyond measure. Nothing can stop us.
But, according to the Apostle Paul, there is something that
can slow us down. He calls it “entanglement with the affairs
of this life.” Much like any soldier,
NO, THERE’S NOTHING
we have to be on our guard against
WRONG WITH WANTING TO
distractions. We cannot become
MAKE THE WORLD A BETTER
too immersed in the nation we are
PLACE. THE PROBLEM IS IN
SEEKING TO DO SO WITHOUT
assigned to liberate. We cannot allow
JESUS—OR, WORSE, TO
ourselves to lay down our weapons
MIX CHRISTIANITY WITH
in the pursuit of “civilian affairs,” or
POLITICS, AS IF ONE HAD
we risk losing ground while endanNEED OF THE OTHER.
gering our fellow soldiers.
Politics is an integral part of the world system. Therefore, I
believe it is one of the entanglements we must resolve to avoid.
Honestly, I believe that political entanglement is one of the most
dangerous kinds of entanglement we face in this battle, simply
because those who become entangled in it do so out of a sincere
desire to make a positive difference in the world.
Of course, every Christian hopes to make an impact on the
world around them. This is part of why we are so eager to serve
our Lord Jesus—because He has the best possible plan for changing the world from within, without oppression or violence.
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No, there’s nothing wrong with wanting to make the world a
better place. The problem is in seeking to do so without Jesus—
or, worse, to mix Christianity with politics, as if one had need
of the other.
Politics is not about Jesus. Simply put, it’s about power and
influence. Nowadays, it is increasingly also about money, fame,
manipulation, and compromise. Because of this, the follower of
Jesus has no business becoming entangled in such a worldly, corrupt system.
Even if the Christian sincerely believes that they can make
a difference through politics, the fact remains that the amount
of good that might be accomplished in this way is often at the
expense of one or more of their own Christian values. With politics, compromises must take place. Voters are often forced to
choose between the lesser of two evils, which still amounts to
choosing some option—or some politician—that is evil.
As C.H. Spurgeon once said, “Of two evils, choose neither.”
Christians have only one choice, and that is Christ.
What’s more, politics involves spending millions—sometimes billions—of dollars on campaign expenses. Just imagine
if that same amount of money had been invested in the sharing
of the Gospel, or in actually solving some of the problems facing
actual citizens in our nation! How much better off would our
world be if we abandoned the political process and simply shared
our funds and invested our time directly with the people around
us who are in need?
“But no political party would ever spend their money on the
Gospel, or in helping advance the Kingdom, or in caring for the
poor,” you might say. To which I would reply, “Then why would
any Christian entangle themselves with such a gigantic waste of
money and empty use of time?”
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We can rest assured that the nations will continue to seek
political solutions to the problems of this world, as they have
done for thousands of years. However, do Christians really need
to become entangled in that endless, fruitless process?
We have better things to do. We are soldiers of the King. Our
army is advancing daily. New recruits arrive ready for the battle
even as we speak. Our Lord has spoken. We must engage the
enemy. Entanglements only serve the interests of our foes.
One day, this battle will be over. Our Lord will descend from
Heaven with a shout. And on that day, he will look over His
troops. When He comes to you, will He see one who has lived as
a stranger and an alien, untangled from civilian affairs? Or, will
He see a soldier who tried to mix Christianity with politics and
ended up with politics?
As Paul reminds us, “We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.” (2
Corinthians 5:20)
As followers of Jesus, we are His representatives—specifically,
his ambassadors—to the world around us. This speaks to the
reality of Christ’s Kingdom being separate from the kingdoms of
this world, and of the need to bridge the gap between the two.
That’s our job.
As ambassadors, we are called to live out the customs and the
values of Christ’s Kingdom in this strange and alien land so that
those who are natives here can see for themselves what life is like
in the Kingdom of God.
What should people see when they look at us? They should
see how we love one another. They should see how we love our
neighbors. They should see how we love even our enemies.
They should see how we—in obedience to our King—handle
conflict: by loving, forgiving, blessing, and serving those who
come against us. They should see how we value the outcasts, love
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the poor, and how we care for those people that everyone else
wants to ignore or marginalize.
When people look at us, they should see us acting as peacemakers when everyone else is crying out for war and bloodshed.
They should see us living lives that are radically different from
everyone who is not of our Father’s Kingdom.
Here’s what they should not see: They should never see us
pledging allegiance to another nation. No ambassador would
ever pledge allegiance to the nation to which he/she is sent. To
do so would be considered treaNO AMBASSADOR WOULD
son. They should never see us livEVER PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE
ing according to the customs of the
TO THE NATION TO
land. Violence and a lust for power
W H I C H H E / S H E I S S E N T.
TO DO SO WOULD BE
have no place in our King’s heart,
CONSIDERED TREASON.
and it has no place in His Kingdom.
Certainly there is a time for being “all things to all people”
so that some might come to know our King. However, we must
always be careful to remember the values and customs of His
Kingdom. Why? So that our lives may reflect the radical differences between these two opposing kingdoms.
Our job as ambassadors is to represent our King, and to provide a constant example of the contrast between those who live
in His Kingdom and those who do not.
If anyone ever looks at our lives and becomes confused about
that essential difference, then we have failed in our mission.
Some may suggest that it’s possible to love two nations at
once. For example, can’t someone love both France and America?
What would be the problem in that? Well, on the surface, nothing is wrong with that. At least until we discover that the leaders
of one nation have declared war against the other. Now what?
We cannot continue to maintain loyalty to both nations in that
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case. Now we need to make a choice. Are we going to stand with
one nation, or with the other?
Make no mistake. The kingdoms of the world (which includes
America) are man-made, self-serving political empires. They are
not seeking to do God’s will. They are at war with Christ and
His Kingdom. They oppose Jesus and His commands. They
mock His agenda. They ignore the values of His Kingdom (love,
mercy, justice, grace, compassion, service, etc.) and embrace the
values of this world (war, violence, torture, exploitation, greed,
lust, etc).
The Kingdom of God and the American empire are not congruent. They are not complimentary. They are opposing forces
with radically different goals, values and ideals.
Just ask yourself: Does my nation officially devote itself to
the specific person of Jesus? Does my nation acknowledge Jesus
alone as Lord and King? Does my nation base any of its laws or
policies on the Sermon on the Mount? If you answered “No” to
any (or all) of those questions, your nation is not Christian and
it stands against the Kingdom of our Lord.
“You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with
the world means enmity against God? Therefore, anyone who
chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God”
(James 4:4).

Certainly, we could decide to remain neutral and just wait to
see which nation wins the war. However, in our case, we already
know which nation is going to win—the Kingdom of God. So,
we have to choose: do we pledge allegiance to an earthly nation,
or to the Kingdom of God?
We live here on this earth now as strangers and aliens, awaiting a better country that is from above (Hebrews 11:13-16).
One day—and it may be very soon—the kingdoms of this world
will be overcome and obliterated by the Kingdom of our God
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(Revelation 11:15). Our mission is to live as if that day were here
and now, and to “occupy until He comes.” (Luke 19:13).
Life under the rule and reign of our King is better by far
than anything anyone could ever imagine. It’s a way of life
that can never be duplicated under any other system of human
government.
No matter how good other leaders may be, no one compares
to Jesus. So, we pledge allegiance to Him. We cannot serve two
masters.

CHAPTER 2

A MATTER OF PERSPECTIVE
“It must be noted that Jesus alone reveals who God is. We cannot
deduce anything about Jesus from what we think we know about
God; however, we must deduce everything about God from what we
know about Jesus.”
– b re n n a n m a nning 1

Before we go much further it’s probably a good idea for me to
explain the way I look at the Scriptures, because it is very likely
that it is not the same way that you look at those same scriptures.
If nothing else, you will understand why I arrive at the conclusions I do, and why your mileage and mine may vary.
The way I view Scripture is very Jesus-centric. That means
I view all of Scripture through the lens of Jesus. To me, Jesus,
the Head of the Church, is the ultimate and final authority on
God’s Word. In fact, as we all know from the first chapter of
John’s Gospel, He is the “Word of God” who was “made flesh
and dwelt among us.” Therefore, Jesus is the plumb line with
which everything else must align.
But this is not the view of the majority of Christians today.
Instead, most evangelicals tend to adopt a “Flat Bible” approach
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which views the Old Covenant Scriptures and the New Covenant
Scriptures on equal terms. Those who embrace this view tend to
focus more on the writings of Moses (in the Old Testament) and
Paul (in the New Testament). They usually do not accept the
idea that a Christian can actually put the commands of Jesus
into practice. They often over-emphasize man’s sinful nature and
view man as being utterly helpless when it comes to things like
loving their enemies, turning the other cheek, and blessing those
who curse you.
Because of this, many “Flat Bible” Christians tend to downgrade the teachings of Jesus, especially the Sermon on the
Mount, and see most of His commands as being unattainable in
the here and now.
Some even go so far as to say that Jesus’ message about the
Kingdom was for a future time, after the second coming or in
the New Jerusalem.
“Flat Bible” Christians tend to emphasize grace and forgiveness while “Jesus-centric” Christians most often emphasize submission to Christ and daily obedience to Him.
“Jesus-centric” Christians believe that the Gospel is about the
Good News of the Kingdom. They believe that being a Christian
means following Jesus daily, taking up your cross, and putting
the words of Jesus into practice with help from His Spirit.
Historically, these sorts of Christians were called “Anabaptists”
in the 16th century, for example. They were devoted to a radical reformation that exceeded that of Martin Luther and John
Calvin and sought to return the Christian faith to a time where
Jesus alone was the final authority and allegiance to Christ was
paramount. Much like what Christians in the early church
practiced as they moved away from a strict observance of Old
Covenant scriptures—as evidenced in the Apostle Paul’s fierce
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opposition to the “Judaizers” of his day—in favor of a Messianic
New Covenant reality.
As a result, “Jesus-centric” Christians also believe that the
New Testament is more authoritative than the rest of the Bible.
They believe that while the Old Covenant scriptures pointed to
Christ, the New Covenant scriptures are the final and complete
revelation of Christ.2
Many “Flat Bible” Christians want to argue that “all scripture
is equally authoritative” and often point to 2 Timothy 3:16-17
which says:
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant
of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

In rebuttal, a “Jesus-centric” Christian would say that the
scriptures are certainly useful for exactly these reasons, but that
not every part of scripture is equally authoritative. One might
also point out that even “Flat Bible” Christians do not actually
believe that all scriptures are equally authoritative as they do not
themselves observe Jewish festivals, greet one another with a holy
kiss, avoid eating pork and shellfish, or stone people to death for
breaking one of the Ten Commandments. So, in this area both
sides are in agreement: All scripture is not equally authoritative.
What disagreements there may be between the two viewpoints are rooted more in the realm of which scriptures are
held as authoritative and which are not. For “Jesus-centric”
Christians everything is filtered through the lens of Christ as He
is the “Word made flesh.”
“Jesus-centric” Christians also believe that in Christ we have
the best and clearest picture of who God is and of what God
wants.
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As Paul said, “…for to this day the same veil remains when
the old covenant is read. It has not been removed, because only
in Christ is it taken away” (2 Corinthians 3:13-15).
Simply put, Jesus reveals the Father to us. When we have seen
Jesus, we have seen the Father (John 14). This means that God
the Father is like Jesus. He has always been like Jesus.
Jesus is not what God the Father looks like on a good day.
Jesus is what God looks like after He has been beaten, tortured,
mocked, spit on, and nailed to a cross to hang for six hours.3
Those who take a “Flat Bible”
JESUS IS NOT WHAT GOD
approach tend to have a faith that
THE FATHER LOOKS LIKE
most closely resembles the Jewish
O N A G O O D D A Y. J E S U S
faith. For example, other than the
IS WHAT GOD LOOKS
Old Covenant ceremonial and
LIKE AFTER HE HAS BEEN
BEATEN, TORTURED,
dietary laws, many “Flat Bible”
MOCKED, SPIT ON, AND
Christians still believe in following
NAILED TO A CROSS TO
the Old Testament scriptures. This
HANG FOR SIX HOURS.
means that, for many of them, accumulating wealth, participating in war, and divorce are acceptable
behaviors for Christians, simply because they are allowed in the
Old Covenant scriptures.
They are also most likely to point to those Old Testament
passages and proclaim “God doesn’t change!” as a justification
for such behaviors.
For those who are “Jesus-centric,” the teachings of Jesus
on these matters—accumulating wealth, participating in war,
divorce and remarriage—are the only standard they follow. So,
for them these behaviors are not acceptable as they are forbidden
by Christ who gave many teachings against the love of money,
and said that His disciples should give up all that they have to
follow Him, and said that our enemies should be loved, not
opposed with violence, etc.
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Finally, those who take a “Jesus-centric” approach believe the
words of Jesus can actually be followed, and are meant to be
obeyed, not merely quoted, memorized or preached. Yes, many
“Flat-Bible” Christians will also affirm this notion, but due to
their approach many of them tend to place less of an emphasis
on non-violence, loving enemies, and putting the Sermon on the
Mount into daily practice.
Historically, Christians who practiced this “Jesus-centric”
approach to Scripture (like the Anabaptists) suffered great persecution. They were tortured, imprisoned, and put to death by
Christians who embraced the Flat Bible perspective. Many historians readily admit that it was their perspective on the Scriptures
that made it acceptable for these Christians to treat their brothers and sisters this way.4
So, if you’ve ever wondered why Evangelicals today can justify support for torture, war, violence, militarism, and nationalism it is simply because they can appeal to Moses and the Old
Covenant scriptures as examples of why these are acceptable.
They can do so without feeling contradicted by Jesus in the New
Covenant simply because their view is “Biblical,” even if it might
not be specifically “Christian.”
Frankly, as I have studied the Anabaptists and their persecution under the Reformed Church in the 16th century, I see many
disturbing parallels to our situation today.
We will explore these more as we continue along, but at least
now you should have a basic understanding of the way I view the
Scriptures—and the way I view life in general—as coming from
a Jesus-centric framework.
So, if my views and yours don’t line up it is largely due to
the fact that I am looking at everything through the lens of
Christ, and not through the entire Bible. I try to process the Old
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Covenant scriptures through the lens of Christ, not the other
way around. Let me take some time to explain why.
At the Mount of Transfiguration there is an astounding lesson
for us—one that most Christians completely miss, I’m afraid.
There, on the Mount, Jesus and His disciples—Peter, James and
John—are suddenly joined by Moses (who stands for the Law)
and Elijah (who stands for the Prophets). In that moment, Peter
mistakenly attempts to honor all of them together by suggesting that they build three altars: one for Moses, one for Elijah
and one for Jesus. What happens next is the lesson we need to
learn. The Father responds to Peter’s attempt to honor Jesus by
removing Moses and Elijah completely. Then the Father speaks
from the cloud and says, “This is my Son. Listen to Him!”
Peter wanted to promote Jesus to the status of Moses and
Elijah. He thought he was doing Jesus a favor by elevating him
to stand alongside such giants of the faith. But in his attempt to
elevate Jesus, he was actually demoting the Son of God. That’s
what he didn’t realize, and it is what Christians today don’t realize they are doing when they hold the Law (Moses) and the
Prophets (Elijah) on the same level as Jesus (God in the flesh).
The Father’s response was quick and unmistakable: He
removed the Law and the Prophets and left behind only the Son,
commanding us to “Listen to Him!”
Does that mean we toss out our Old Covenant Scriptures? Of
course not. But it does mean that we don’t attempt to place those
Old Covenant scriptures on the same level as Jesus. He—and He
alone—is our standard and our plumb line.
The pictures of God we have before Christ are wonderful,
but they are not in complete focus. Jesus brings those into
focus for us like no one else. The prophets of the Old Covenant
gave us a wonderful portrait of God, but Jesus is the flesh–andblood reality.
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Like a compass that has pointed us in the right direction and
helped to guide us to our ultimate destination, the Old Covenant
Scriptures have led us to Jesus. Now that we have Christ living
within us, we no longer need to refer to the compass. He is our
Good Shepherd. He abides in us, and we abide in Him.
Peter tells us that even the Prophets themselves didn’t know
what they were writing about, and that only now through Christ
do we understand what those Old Covenant scriptures mean.
“Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the
grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the
greatest care, trying to find out the time and circumstances to
which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that would
follow. It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now
been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by
the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into
these things” (1 Peter 1:10-12).

This is also why Jesus, after he had risen from the dead, had to
“open (the) understanding” of the disciples so “that they might
comprehend the scriptures” (Luke 24:44-45).
So, what does all this mean?
IT MEANS THAT WE, AS
It means that we, as followers of
FOLLOWERS OF JESUS,
Jesus, need to interpret the Old
NEED TO INTERPRET THE
Covenant (Ten Commandments,
OLD COVENANT (TEN
COMMANDMENTS, MOSAIC
Mosaic Laws, etc) through the lens
LAWS, ETC) THROUGH THE
of Christ, not the other way around.
L E N S O F C H R I S T, N O T T H E
In other words, we should never
OTHER WAY AROUND.
take the words of Jesus and filter
them through the Old Covenant scriptures. Jesus is the One to
whom we are to listen. Jesus outranks Moses. The Sermon on the
Mount supplants the Law.

44

JESUS UNTANGLED

The New Covenant has replaced the Old Covenant which, as
the writer of Hebrews tells us, is “obsolete” and “fading away”
(Hebrews 8:13).
But, you might ask, how can the Old Covenant be obsolete
if Jesus said:
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.
I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the
smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means
disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished”
(Matthew 5:17-18).

Notice, there are two qualifiers here: One is that the Law will
not disappear “until Heaven and Earth disappear,” and the second qualifier is that the Law will not disappear until “everything
is accomplished.”
So, first Jesus assures us that His mission is to fulfill or to
accomplish the Law, and then He tells us that the Law will not
disappear “until everything is accomplished.”
The question is: “Was everything accomplished?”
And the answer is: Yes!
“When he had received the drink, Jesus said, ‘It is finished.’
With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit” (John 19:30).
The Greek word Jesus used here for “finished” is literally the
word “accomplished.” Jesus affirmed to us that he really did
accomplish everything he set out to do when he prayed to the
Father and said, “I glorified you on earth, having accomplished
the work that you gave me to do” (John 17:4).
So here, and on the cross, Jesus declares that He has accomplished His mission to “fulfill the Law,” just as He set out to do.
What does that mean, then, according to the two qualifiers
Jesus placed on the Law? It means that since everything has been
accomplished, the Law has now fulfilled its purpose.
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Maybe this is why the Apostle Paul told us that, on the cross,
Jesus actually did “abolish the Law” by fulfilling (or “accomplishing”) it:
“For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one,
and broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, by abolishing in
His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances, that in Himself He might make the two
into one new man, thus establishing peace” (Ephesians 2:15).

Elsewhere, Paul also affirms for us that “Christ is the end of
the law” (Romans 10:4). Paul also explains for us the differences
between the Old Covenant and the New Covenant—not once
but twice.
The first time, in 2 Corinthians, Paul contrasts the Old and
the New Covenant, saying:
“Now if the ministry that brought death, which was engraved
in letters on stone, [that’s the Old Covenant] came with glory,
so that the Israelites could not look steadily at the face of Moses
because of its glory, fading though it was, [the Old was “fading”]
will not the ministry of the Spirit [that’s the New Covenant] be
even more glorious?”
“If the ministry that condemns men [the Old] is glorious, how
much more glorious is the ministry that brings righteousness!
[That’s the New.] For what was glorious [the Old] has no glory
now in comparison with the surpassing glory. And if what was
fading away [the Old] came with glory, how much greater is
the glory of that which lasts [the New]!” (2 Corinthians 3:7-11,
bracketed additions mine).

So, here Paul tells us the following about the Old Covenant:
• It brought death
• Its glory was fading
• It condemns men
• It was glorious (past tense)

45

46

JESUS UNTANGLED

• It now has no glory
• It is fading away
However, the New Covenant, in contrast:
• Is more glorious than the Old Covenant
• Brings righteousness
• Has a glory that is surpassing
• Is everlasting
The second contrast and comparison that Paul makes between
the Old and the New Covenant is mentioned twice in Galatians:
“The women (Hagar and Sarah) represent two covenants. One
covenant is from Mount Sinai and bears children who are to
be slaves: This is Hagar. Now Hagar stands for Mount Sinai in
Arabia and corresponds to the present city of Jerusalem, because
she is in slavery with her children. But the Jerusalem that is
above is free, and she is our mother” (Galatians 4:24-26).
“But what does Scripture say? “Get rid of the slave woman
and her son, for the slave woman’s son will never share in the
inheritance with the free woman’s son.” Therefore, brothers and
sisters, we are not children of the slave woman, but of the free
woman” (Galatians 4:30-31).

Now what does Paul say about the Old Covenant? The Old
Covenant:
• Is from Mount Sinai (where the Ten Commandments
were given)
• Bears children who are slaves
• Corresponds to the earthly Jerusalem
• Is in slavery with her children
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• Should be cast out of our presence
• Will not share in the inheritance of Christ
• Is not our mother
On the other hand, Paul says that the New Covenant:
• Bears children who are free
• Is of the heavenly New Jerusalem
• Is our true mother
• Shares in the inheritance of Christ
Paul reiterates this point a number of times in his writings:
• “We are not under the law” (Galatians 5:18)
• “We are dead to the law” (Romans 7:4)
• “We are delivered from the law” (Romans 7:6)
Therefore, those who are in Christ are not under the Ten
Commandments but under the “Law of Christ,” as Paul says,
“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the
law of Christ.” (Galatians 6:2)
But what about the Jewish people, then? Aren’t they God’s
chosen people?
That depends on what you mean by “Israel” and “chosen”.
Paul pointed out to us that not everyone who claims to be
“Israel” is actually truly “Israel” in God’s eyes.
“For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. Nor
because they are his descendants are they all Abraham’s children”
(Romans 9:6).
John the Baptist said the same thing to the Pharisees who
wanted to claim that they were “children of Abraham” (or
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“Israel”) and therefore blessed and favored of God. He said to
them:
“And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham
as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up
children for Abraham. The ax is already at the root of the trees,
and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down
and thrown into the fire” (Matthew 3:9-10).

So, the true “Israel of God” is actually found in Galatians
where Paul assures us that, “If you belong to Christ, then you are
Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise” (Galatians
3:29).
Where does that leave the unbelieving Jewish people? The
answer is troubling, and it should give us sincere pause and cause
us to fall on our knees and cry out to God for their salvation.
Consider this:
“Who is the liar? It is whoever denies that Jesus is the Christ.
Such a person is the antichrist—denying the Father and the
Son” (1 John 2:22).

The Jewish people today who deny that Jesus is the Messiah
have neither the Father nor the Son. They, like anyone else who
rejects Christ, are lost without Him.
Who, then, are God’s “chosen” people? Consider what the
Apostle Peter says about the Christians he writes to in his first
epistle:
“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of
him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light”
(1 Peter 2:9-10).

Who, then, is the true “Israel of God” (Gal 6:16) according
to the New Testament? Anyone who is in Christ. Who are the
“chosen people” of God? Those who put their hope in Jesus as their
Lord and King.
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Let’s go back and look at what the Jewish people were “chosen” for in the first place. Were they chosen to be saved? No,
because salvation depends upon trust in Christ as Lord and
Savior.
What we find is that God chose the Jews to “be a light unto
the nations” (Isaiah 49:6), to exemplify their covenant with God,
and, especially to be the people group from whom the Messiah
would be born.
So, since Jesus was the Messiah and He has already fulfilled
the terms of the Old Covenant, the Jewish people have fulfilled
their calling. There’s nothing more for them to be “chosen” for.
Christians, according to Peter, are now the “chosen of God”
to carry the message of the Gospel to every nation. This is our
calling as God’s “chosen people.”
Some “Flat Bible” Christians
SOME “FL AT BIBLE”
CHRISTIANS MIGHT
might claim that the Ten
CL AIM THAT THE TEN
Commandments are still relevant
COMMANDMENTS ARE
for us today. But according to the
STILL RELEVANT FOR US
very same Bible, this is not the case.
T O D A Y. B U T A C C O R D I N G
The Ten Commandments were
TO THE VERY SAME BIBLE,
the terms of the Old Covenant
THIS IS NOT THE CASE.
(which is obsolete and vanishing).
“Moses was there with the Lord forty days and forty nights
without eating bread or drinking water. And he wrote on the
tablets the words of the covenant—the Ten Commandments”
(Exodus 34:28).
“He declared to you his covenant, the Ten Commandments,
which he commanded you to follow and then wrote them on
two stone tablets” (Deuteronomy 4:13).

The Ten Commandments are only mentioned (by name)
three times in the entire Bible: in the two Scriptures referenced
above, and also in Deuteronomy 10:4. But in each reference, it
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is clear that God gave the Ten Commandments to the Jews as
a Covenant. (Note: There are several other terms used to reference the Ten Commandments, such as “tablets of stone,” “stone
tables,” etc.)
Also, the Ten Commandments were a covenant between God
and the nation of Israel, not between God and the entire world:
“Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write down these words, for in
accordance with these words I have made a covenant with you
and with Israel” (Exodus 34:27).

Without this covenant, the Jewish people had no basis for
being called a nation.5 If this covenant was in force, then they
would have a claim to the promises included in the covenant.
However, if they broke this covenant, then they would lose their
status as God’s chosen people and their status as a nation.
“Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of
all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the
whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests
and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the
Israelites” (Exodus 19:5-6).

In much the same way that the Constitution is a document
that outlines the laws of our nation and establishes our system
of government, the Ten Commandments (or the Law) outlines
God’s terms for establishing the nation state of Israel.
The terms of Israel’s nationhood are dependent upon a few
things. First, it says, “If you obey me and keep my covenant, then
you will be my treasured possession.”
That’s a conditional covenant. We know that the history of
Israel records their continual disobedience to God and to His
covenant. Because they broke their covenant with God, they
were scattered over and over again, until finally the nation of
Israel was judged in AD 70 during the destruction of Jerusalem
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by the Romans—as Jesus predicted it would be in Luke 21, and
in the parable of the vineyard (Matthew 21:33-46).
Did you know that the promises connected to the Old
Covenant have now been offered unconditionally to those who
are under the New Covenant?
It’s true! The very same conditional covenant terms spoken to
the Jews are repeated in the New Testament as being unconditionally applied to the Church:
“As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by men but
chosen by God and precious to Him—you also, like living
stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 2:4-5).
“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of
Him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.
Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of
God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have
received mercy” (1 Peter 2:9-10).

Here, Peter declares that Christians “are a chosen people, a
royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession…” The
very same conditional promises originally offered to the Jewish
nation in Exodus 19:5-6 are now spoken to the Church as having been fulfilled. So now anyone who is currently found in
Christ is the recipient of these promises: to be chosen; to be part
of the royal priesthood; to be considered a holy nation and God’s
special possession. We are also now to be called the people of
God, and we are to receive mercy. So, the only condition applied
now, under the new covenant, is to be “in Christ”. If you are in
Christ—who is the “Chosen One” of God—then you may partake in the same promises that have been attributed to Christ.
Some Christians mistakenly apply the promises to ethnic Israel,
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rather than to Christ Himself. This error is fairly recent, having
been largely popularized by John Nelson Darby in the 1830s.
In America this doctrine (known as Dispensationalism) has
become the dominant theology for most mainstream Christian
denominations.6
However, the good news is that Jesus first came and fulfilled
the terms of the Old Covenant. Then, He made a New Covenant
with anyone who would receive Him as Lord and Savior.
“I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I
will be their God and they will be my people… and they will all
know me from the least to the greatest for I will remember their
sins no more.” (Jeremiah 31:33-34 and Hebrews 8:7-9).

We are now under one Covenant, not two. The first has been
fulfilled and is now obsolete:
“In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete.
And what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away” (Hebrew 8:13).

Now that we’ve established the framework for the rest of the
book, let’s take a look at how the Christian Church arrived at
the place it is now.

CHAPTER 3

THE WAY WE WERE: THE CHURCH
BEFORE ENTANGLEMENT
“Politics is the church’s worst problem. It is her constant temptation,
the occasion of her greatest disasters, the trap continually set for her
by the prince of this world.”
– jacque s e l lu l

Historically, the early Christian church viewed the State as an
adversary—at best a necessary evil—and something that they
were to be called out from. They did not see the secular government as something to be embraced or with which to become
entangled.
Paul affirmed in Romans 13 that the State served a purpose
(to wield the sword and maintain civil authority), but that the
Church served a higher purpose: to carry the cross and proclaim
the Gospel of the Kingdom.
There was never any question for Paul, or for the early
Christian church, that these two functions were divided between
the two groups. The Church and the State were separate entities
with different goals and radically different ideals.
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The early Christian church took all of that to heart. From the
earliest writings of the apostles, through the second and third
centuries, the Church resisted military involvement and refused
engagement at the political level—even requiring new disciples
to the faith who already served in public office to resign or else be
turned away at the Lord’s Table and disqualified from baptism.1
They, like the Anabaptists who came after them during the
Reformation, took all of their cues from Jesus. They took His
words and put them into practice in their daily lives. They saw
the Kingdom of God that Jesus came and died to proclaim as
something that was here now, not something that might come
one day when Jesus returned.
Because of this, they saw their
FROM THE EARLIEST
faith as something that was actively
WRITINGS OF THE APOSTLES,
bringing Christ’s Kingdom into this
THROUGH THE SECOND
world with each and every demAND THIRD CENTURIES,
onstration of His rule and reign in
THE CHURCH RESISTED
their own lives.
M I L I TA R Y I N V O LV E M E N T
This two-kingdom approach
AND REFUSED ENGAGEMENT
was embedded in the DNA of the
AT THE POLITICAL LEVEL
early church. It resonated throughout their writings. It reverberated through their fellowship. It
marked them out as a peculiar people who were radically different from the world around them.
As Christian scholar David Bercot notes:
“For the early Christians, it wasn’t a matter of lip service. It was
a stark reality. They truly were citizens of a different kingdom
than the people around them and the Romans took note of
this—how different, how peculiar these Christians were.”2

Many of us today might say that we also embrace a similar two-kingdom approach. However, if we are honest, we must
admit that what we actually mean is that we take a particular

KEITH GILES

stance on gay marriage or abortion, or that we vote a certain
way. This is generally where most of our convictions along these
lines end.
But, the lives of the early Christians were radically different
and provided a much greater contrast to the lives of those around
them. They were counter-cultural in the extreme. They didn’t
participate in the entertainment of the Romans. They didn’t celebrate the arts of the Romans. They refused to attend the games
along with everyone else. They took no sides in any political
debate or military conflict. They would not allow someone who
worked in politics to fellowship with them unless that person
renounced their governmental post and resigned.
Which of us could say the same today?
As Bercot again reminds us:
“When it gets down to the nitty gritty, most professing
Christians today still think that they can mix these two kingdoms together. When push comes to shove, even persons who
profess to be Bible-believing Christians, who say that they are no
part of this world, act almost no differently than does the world
except for a few highly visible issues like abortion, homosexuality, illegal drugs, etc. and because they take a conservative stand
on a few issues like that, they delude themselves into thinking
they are really different from this world. But the truth is, most
professing Christians today are thoroughly part of this world: its
government, its mindset, [and] its commercial organizations.”3

For nearly three hundred years, the Christian church
remained defiantly untangled with the Empire. We know this
because of the numerous writings we have from several of those
early Christian teachers who regularly tried to explain to the
Romans why they did not engage in politics.
As Tertullian wrote to the Romans around the year 195:
“In us, all zeal in the pursuit of glory and honor is dead. So
we have no pressing inducement to take part in your public
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meetings, nor is there anything more entirely foreign to us than
the affairs of State.”

Origen also wrote to Celsus in an attempt to explain the
peculiar Christian practice of noninvolvement with Roman
politics, saying:
“It is not for the purpose of escaping public duties that Christians
decline public offices, but that they may reserve themselves for a
diviner and more necessary service in the Church of God—for
the salvation of men. And this service is at once necessary and
right.”

He also explains to Celsus that those who follow Christ recognize another, higher authority than the State; and that, because
of this, they urge their best and brightest to apply their wisdom,
talents, and qualities of leadership to further the more urgent
and necessary work of the Kingdom of God. He wrote:
“We recognize in each state the existence of another national
organization [the Church], founded by the Word of God, and
we exhort those who are mighty in word and of blameless life
to rule over Churches. Those who are ambitious of ruling we
reject; but we constrain those who, through excess of modesty,
are not easily induced to take a public charge in the Church of
God. And those who rule over us well are under the constraining influence of the great King, whom we believe to be the Son
of God, God the Word. And if those who govern in the Church,
and are called rulers of the divine nation—that is, the Church—
rule well, they rule in accordance with the divine commands,
and never suffer themselves to be led astray by worldly policy.”

To Origen, and Tertullian, and every other Christian in
those first 300 years of the Untangled Church, the issue was
clear and the differences were distinct: Those who were citizens
of the Kingdom of God were uninterested in the kingdoms
of men. Not that they didn’t care about the people who lived
within those worldly kingdoms, but their focus was on living for
Christ’s Kingdom and wooing others to do the same.
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They did so by loving them, serving them, and sharing the
love of Christ with them—even when they were persecuted,
arrested, beaten, or put to death in the process.
But at no time in those first three centuries did those same
Christians ever look to gain power within the Roman government as a means to change the world, spread the Gospel, or
lessen their own sufferings.
One compelling reason was undoubtedly because when Satan
offered Jesus the opportunity to advance the Kingdom of God
by wielding political power over the nations, he refused. Such a
temptation was from the Evil one.
IF JESUS COULD NOT
Instead of pursuing political
BOW DOWN AND WORSHIP
power, Jesus embraced the cross and
SATAN BY ENTERING
PUBLIC OFFICE, PERHAPS
in so doing abandoned the sword of
WE SHOULDN’T EITHER.
worldly governments.
Make no mistake, those early Christians were following the
example of Jesus. They did so at great personal cost. Jesus did not
involve himself in the politics of his day. As we are told in John
6:15, “Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him
king by force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself.”
Was Jesus neglecting his duties? Couldn’t he have made
an excellent impact on the Roman Empire if he had entered
public office? Many Christians today would argue that Jesus
missed an opportunity here, but it was Satan that offered Jesus
the Kingdoms of this World, if only He would bow down and
worship.
If Jesus could not bow down and worship Satan by entering
public office, perhaps we shouldn’t either.
As Paul urged us all:
“Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what
fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? Come out from among them
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and be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean,
and I will receive you” (2 Corinthians 6:14-17).

This is not a verse about marriage, as it is often typically
applied. No, here Paul warns us not to be entangled with the
ways of this world. How can a Christian engage in politics without becoming yoked with unbelievers in the process? The answer
is, we can’t.
So, then, what can we do? We can live here as aliens and
strangers as the New Testament Scriptures call us to do:
“Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain
from sinful desires, which wage war against your soul” (1 Peter
2:11).
As the writer of Hebrews reminds us, we are “foreigners
and strangers on earth” who “are looking for a country of [our]
own…a better country—a heavenly one” (Hebrews 11:13-16).
Those early Christians radically embraced this idea with all of
their hearts. Taitian, in AD 160, agreed when he said:
“I do not wish to be a King. I am not anxious to be rich. I decline
military command. I detest fornication. I am not impelled by
an insatiable love of gain to go to sea. I do not contend for
military honors. I am free from a mad thirst for fame. I despise
death. Die to the world, repudiating the madness that is in it!
Live to God!”

Clement of Alexandria, in 195 AD, said, “We have no country on earth. Therefore, we can disdain earthly possessions.”
And Tertullian wrote, in 212 AD:
“As for you, you are a foreigner in this world, a citizen of
Jerusalem, the city above. Our citizenship, the Apostle says, is
in heaven. You have your own calendar. You have nothing to do
with the joys of this world. In fact, you are called to the very
opposite. For the world will rejoice but you will mourn.”
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And even Cyprian, who himself was slowly beginning to
allow his previous pagan ideas of hierarchy to creep into the
Church in 250 AD could still say with conviction:
“We should ever and a day reflect that we have renounced
the world and are in the meantime living here as guests and
strangers.”

What we see when we look back at the Christian church in
the first 300 years of history is a uniformity of conviction that
the Church and the State were opposite realms, and that to be a
citizen of Christ’s Kingdom was to be uninvolved in the affairs
of the kingdom of this world. They embraced this idea by living under a clear set of values that brought them into near-constant conflict with the world around them. The pagans could
not help but notice how different these Christians were. Those
Christians could not help but stand out from the crowd by the
way they lived their lives in stark contrast to those unbelievers
around them.
Of course, all of that began to change around 312 AD when
the Emperor Constantine allegedly converted to Christianity.
But the form of Christianity that Constantine offered the
Church, as we will see in the next chapter, was one that was
fused with the State.
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