“This book will open your eyes and heart to a world that is here and coming—a Kingdom
in which only Love remains—and the courage and trust to live in this New World...now.”
(BRANDON CHASE, AUTHOR AND BLOGGER, BRANDONCHASE.NET)
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We are living in a time of a great transformation in the Church, Christianity,
and humanity as a whole. There is an awakening happening—a seismic shift
in the paradigms and consciousnesses of days past. More and more are realizing a Freedom that they'd always possessed, and yet didn't know. More and
more are realizing a unifying Source that connects all of creation.
Love.
This Source is Love.
Seeing that God is Love, and God was most fully represented by Jesus, both
human and Divine—as a self-revelation of Love—changes everything.
Jamal Jivanjee adds his beautiful expression to a growing chorus of voices
who are learning to be loved, and to love... free. This book will open your eyes
and heart to a world that is here and coming—a Kingdom in which only Love
remains—and the courage and trust to live in this New World...now.
Love is within, and is expressed in relationship—all relationships. You will be
challenged, yet encouraged, and filled with hope as you wrestle with Jamal's
vision of Love through relationships of every kind.
Throughout my own participation in this great transformation, I have been
challenged and have come to change my mindset about so much. I've learned
to trust what I see and hear and think along the lines of Jesus' encouragement of "you'll know them by their fruit." If something causes me to see a
smaller God (or to feel worse about myself and others, or exclude, etc.) then
the fruit tells me that is not something to trust. If, however, something causes
me to see a bigger God, to feel more loved, to love all others more, and to
become more inclusive, hopeful, and merciful... well, then that is fruit I can
trust.
Such is the message of Free to Love.
(Brandon Chase, author and blogger, brandonchase.net)

There is a revolution of love going on in the world today, yet some Christians
hold back from joining this revolution because we fear the appearance of
improper relationships with other people—especially with people of the
opposite sex. In his book, Free to Love, Jamal Jivanjee shows that when
Jesus called us to love one another and to experience the oneness of relational love, Jesus wasn't just referring to the oneness of marital love, but to
something much deeper. Yes, this oneness can be experienced in a marriage
relationship, but it can (and should) also be experienced in relationships outside of marriage. Does this sound 'dangerous'? Yes. But since when is love
ever safe? If we hold back from the love that Jesus invites us into with other
people, we will never truly experience the oneness-love of the Triune God. No
longer live with your fear to love. Instead, read this book and discover that in
Jesus, you are Free to Love.
(Jeremy Myers, Author and Bible Teacher, RedeemingGod.com)

Free to Love sizzles with brave energy! Jamal artfully weaves a compelling
short story through a provocative call to deeply love others. His words challenge me to engage in relationships beyond our culture's man-made boundaries. I am excited to recommend Free to Love to those who desire to follow
Christ's command to 'love one another' more fully.
(Brianna L. George, Speaker and Writer, UnveiledandRevealed.com)
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dedication
This book is dedicated to my daughter.
Although we have had trouble in the world, be encouraged, we
have overcome the world. We stand on the shores of an entirely
new land.
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“Jesus is opening up to them a whole new
world. It is the world of the Father in which
His breath is the new mimesis of self-giving
love, rather than fearful rivalry.”

(Andre Rabe)

Chapter 2

A Ladder or A Circle?
As I was in the midst of writing this book, a friend and I were
having lunch with a college aged student when she asked about
the subject of this book. I told her it was a book that would
explore rethinking marriage and relationships in light of the new
kingdom that has come to the earth. As one who was actively
looking to find that someone special to marry, she asked me
what advice I could give her about marriage.
I told her about the glorious possibility of loving others deeply
as family and experiencing oneness with others as a remedy to
the human sickness of loneliness regardless of gender, ethnicity, or any other fleshly distinction. I reminded her about Jesus’
prayer for us to experience the same kind of relational oneness
with one another that He has with His Father. I told her this was
possible both within marriage, and also with those we are not
married to. Sometimes the longing we interpret as a desire for
marriage is really a longing for intimacy and acceptance that we
can have in a multitude of new kingdom relationships. Contrary
to popular opinion, intimacy is not necessarily synonymous
with romance and sexual intercourse. She became quiet. I could
tell she was thinking. Then she said this:
“That’s a nice concept, but I’m not sure how I feel about the possibility
of my future husband having close relationships with other women.
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As his wife, it’s important for him to put me first, and for me to put
him first.”

If I had a dime for every time this objection was used to
justify the hierarchical status quo view of marriage and relationships, I’d be a millionaire. It’s something said so often
it just sounds true; but is it really? When people say their
spouse should come ‘first’, what are they really saying? I think
it’s revealing of something much deeper. It reveals the grid
through which we see everything: one of competition, rather
than harmony.
Competition
In the old world, everything is viewed through the lens of competition, rivalry, and hierarchy. Relationships are no exception.
Many view relationships as rungs or steps on a ladder with the
top being the most intimate and close, and the bottom being
the least. The goal is to climb the ladder and get to the top. The
rungs closest to one another are in the most competition.
In most evangelical or religious ideas of marriage and relationships, it is thought that marriage is the top rung on the
relational ladder, with a significant gap between marriage and
the rest of the rungs of relationship. This ‘gap’ will keep the
other ‘rungs’ far down the relational ladder, safe from competing with the top placed rung occupied by the spouse. If any
other ‘rungs’ get close to the top rung, the marriage is in danger of being compromised.
Harmony
In the new kingdom of God, competition, rivalry, and hierarchy
are foreign because they are foreign to the nature of love. God is
love, and competition, rivalry, and hierarchy are foreign to His
nature. In the kingdom of God, there is no lack; therefore there
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is no need to strive for survival utilizing those tools. Putting one
family member ‘above’ another family member in the family of
God doesn’t make sense because God doesn’t rank His love for
some above or below others. Because the source of love is infinite, the fullness or uniqueness of His love for me isn’t compromised by the fullness and uniqueness of His love for you.
My friend Sarah’s grandfather passed away a few years ago.
Her grandfather loved her immensely, and unconditionally.
When we talk about her grandfather, I can see the love he lavished on her by the glow and smile that lights up her face and the
tears that fill her eyes. His love for her radically altered her life.
As I have met and spent time with Sarah’s siblings and cousins, it’s apparent to me all the grandkids felt this way about their
grandfather. They all seemed to have a unique and full relationship with him, too. In one conversation between Sarah and her
cousin, her cousin talked about how much she missed her grandfather. She reminisced about the weekly calls she received from
her grandfather, and how much they meant to her. After the
conversation, my friend looked at me with a look of delight and
said, “he used to call me every week, too!”
Because Sarah understood the unique nature of her grandfather’s love for her, hearing of his love for the other grandkids
didn’t trouble her at all. It simply deepened her appreciation for
how loving a man her grandfather is. He didn’t need to place
her above the other grandkids for her to know and celebrate the
uniqueness of their relationship. God’s love for us is the same.
No one has the unique relationship you have with our heavenly Daddy. It is truly one of a kind. Thankfully, He doesn’t have
to put any of us second or third to preserve the sacred uniqueness
of the relationship He has with you. In His love and kingdom,
we’re all first. I’m convinced the kingdom of God is more like a
circle of relationships joined together in the harmonious dance
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of the trinity, not a hierarchy of relationships placed as rungs on
a ladder with some being above and below others.
In a marriage awakened to the new kingdom, marriage fits
into this harmonious circle of relationships safe and secure. No
competition and hierarchy is needed to protect and preserve the
uniqueness and sacredness of the marital relationship that stands
alone on its own right. We’ll touch on that later in the book.
With that said, however, I’d like to tell you a bit more about my
journey to find a bride. A heavenly bride.
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Chapter 6

An Undissected Love
Many of us have said the words I love you to another person.
When you say you love someone, what do you really mean by
that? Are you speaking of the unconditional agape kind of love?
Are you talking about the sibling kind of love expressed in phileo
love? Do you mean something a bit more intimate like the love
expressed through eros? Are you referring to a motherly/nurturing expression found in storge (store-gay) love?
If you are married or involved with someone romantically,
eros love might be what you are most aware of. Eros is where
the English word erotic is derived. The evangelical church
world has limited eros love primarily to the sexual and romantic realm of relating. This is a monumental error for reasons
that I’ll explain. If you have a close, family-like relationship
with a peer, you might think you love them with the sibling
kind of love expressed through phileo love. If you are the type
of person that loves humanity in general, you might think it is
simply agape love in action. If you have a parental, physically
nurturing type of love for another, you might think you are
experiencing storge love.
While these examples of love may be examples of agape,
phileo, eros, and storge, it is a profound mistake to think these
forms of love can be carved up and separated from one another
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exclusively. If you’ve spent any amount of time in the religious
world, you know these forms of love are taught from a generalized generic standpoint and are understood as if they can be
carved up and separated as stand-alone forms of love. This has
caused tremendous confusion and fear in our relationships. God
is love. More specifically, God is agape, God is phileo, God is
storge, and yes, God is eros. God is all these expressions of love
at the same time, and this love lives in you altogether at the same
time. These expressions of love can no more be separated from
one another than God can be cut up and dissected in His own
person. As you love another person, all of these expressions of
love will more than likely be present.
For example, let’s say you are familiar and comfortable with
the nature of agape love. You have a tendency to accept people
unconditionally. As you generally see people as being made in
the image and likeness of God, this loving disposition postures
you to be accepting and open to others. This is the fertile ground
where relationships can grow and develop. As you begin to form
a relationship with another, you may begin to see them as family.
You may even begin to experience a deep sibling (brotherly or
sisterly) bond of phileo love for them.
As this relationship develops, you may also experience a
strong and persistent awareness of them. Life without them
becomes difficult to imagine. The more you are aware of them,
the more your delight in them grows. This delight may also
awaken a strong desire for you to know and connect with this
person even more deeply. The desire for deep connection is the
root of eros love. You may even have a desire for physical touch
and nurturing to occur. The desire for some forms of physical
touch can also be the nurturing expression of storge (parental)
love. Yes, it is possible to experience all of these expressions of
love in the same relationship.
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It is very important we don’t see these expressions of love
as separate from one another. It is also important we don’t box
the expression of these forms of love into one type of expression only. For example, if we limit eros love (the desire to connect deeply and intimately) into the box of eroticism and sexual
intercourse exclusively, things can get confusing quickly. The
desire for intimate connection through sexual union is a legitimate longing and expression of eros love in marriage, but sexual
union is not the only expression of eros. As a matter of fact, the
act of sex is a very limited form of the expression of eros, but
eros is actually involved in many of our relationships with people
we are not married to. Because of our misunderstanding of this,
whenever we begin to experience a strong desire for intimacy
with another, fear enters the picture. This fear can be rooted
in a variety of things, but a common fear is that becoming too
close with someone will automatically lead to a sexual affair. This
fear produces confusion, and ironically, it often leads to the very
illicit sexual relationships that are feared. That’s the nature of
fear; it often becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy. This fear has also
led to the justification of shallow and walled relationships as a
protective reaction.
David and Jonathan
We have a great picture of a relationship rooted in a multi-faceted love in the description of David and Jonathan’s relationship
found in the Old Testament books of first and second Samuel.
People have speculated for years that David and Jonathan must
have had a homosexual relationship because their love for one
another seems to go beyond brotherly love (phileo), and into an
intimacy that hints at eros as well. Here are a couple of passages
that shine some light onto their relationship:
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“Now it came about when he (David) had finished speaking to Saul,
that the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan
loved him as himself. Saul took him that day and did not let him
return to his father’s house. Then Jonathan made a covenant with
David because he loved him as himself. Jonathan stripped himself
of the robe that was on him and gave it to David, with his armor,
including his sword and his bow and his belt.” (1 Samuel 18:1-4,
emphasis mine)

“I (David) am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan; You have been
very pleasant to me. Your love to me was more wonderful than the
love of women.” (2 Samuel 1:26, emphasis mine)

These passages are a stunning description of a relationship
that many have struggled to understand and explain. Jonathan
and David were ‘knit’ together from the very beginning. I love
that the word ‘knit’ is used to describe that Jonathan’s soul was
knit to David’s. When two pieces of clothing are knit together,
they become one.
For Jonathan, it was love at first sight. So much so, Jonathan
gave David his most cherished possessions as a prince (his royal
robe, belt, and weapon). He then made a covenant with David
based on this love. This expression of love from Jonathan seemed
to come first, before he and David had established a relationship.
Jonathan simply loved him as his own being from the beginning.
It wasn’t rooted in David reciprocating that love, or history of
friendship. It was there from the beginning, and Jonathan recognized and acted on that love.
This all-consuming love was the hallmark of their friendship.
When Jonathan died, David wrote a song in which he described
Jonathan’s love as being more pleasant to him than even the
typical romantic relationships he experienced with women.
Although the deep-calling-unto-deep-type of eros love is certainly
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present in the love David and Jonathan shared with one another,
those who try to pigeonhole this relationship into the erotic and
sexual category miss the point entirely.
Many can’t imagine a love greater than the sexual relationship pictured in romance and marriage, so Jonathan and David’s
relationship gets reduced into that category by some, and many
others simply overlook it entirely. It is, however, an example of
the kind of eternal relationships that are the very fabric of the
body of Christ.
The Eternality of Love
Did you know that the marital sexual relationship is only temporary? Jesus gave us a glimpse into the next age when He said
marriage is not something we will experience in that realm. As
a matter of fact, as our bodies age, the sexual intercourse dimension of eros begins slowing down and coming to an end naturally. Eros love, however, never ends. By His very nature as love
(eros), God desires to know and be known intimately. This is the
root of eros. God will love us with an eros expression in the kingdom of heaven, and we also will love one another with an eros
expression in the kingdom of heaven. The imagery expressed
throughout the New Testament of Christ being the bridegroom
and we being His bride alludes to this type of love. Of course
Christ fully dwells within our own being as well, so this type
of interaction with Christ will not be disconnected from our
interactions and relationships with one another. Amazingly, this
new kingdom is breaking into the present, and that’s why it’s
imperative we know this dimension of eros love in a way that is
not limited to the sexual-romantic expression only.
Jesus is love personified. He is the first human being to love
to the fullest extent possible. Jesus was not married, but He certainly didn’t lack for the most intimate of relationships. Jesus
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loved others with agape, philio, eros, and storge. He loved fully.
His love for others wasn’t fragmented and dissected, and neither
is His love in us. His new commandment for us to love one
another in the exact same way that He loved is more profound
than we have been told. Jesus shook the world by ushering in a
new kingdom of love. Amazingly, He predicted that we’ll go on
to do even greater things. I’m guessing that has something to do
with love as well. The question is...do we believe that our lives
are capable of such a love?

We hope you enjoyed this free preview of

Free to Love: How Oneness Transcends
Marriage and Singleness
You can purchase a copy on

or visit
www.freetolovebook.com
for more information

www.quoir.com
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IS MARRIAGE THE ULTIMATE HUMAN RELATIONSHIP?
Since the dawn of mankind, marriage was understood to be the only relationship
that expressed the most intimate union possible—the mystery of two people
becoming one. With the advent of Jesus, however, an entirely new and revolutionary
paradigm for relationships came into view.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO ‘LOVE ONE ANOTHER’
IN THE SAME WAY THAT JESUS LOVED?
When Jesus prayed for His disciples (and us) to be ‘one’ in the same way that He
and His Father are one, it was the first time the dynamic of oneness was introduced
outside the confines of marriage. Free to Love sets out on a journey to explore: the
depths that are possible within relational oneness, how this oneness transcends
every human category—including gender—and why oneness lies at the heart of
Jesus’ New Commandment to love one another in the same way that He has loved
us. An essential read for those seeking to experience depth in Christian community.
WWW.FREETOLOVEBOOK.COM

RELATIONSHIPS
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